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THOMAS JEFFERSON. 



The great tragic poet of antiquity has observed^ and his" 
torians and philosophers in every age^ have repeated the 
observation, that no one should be pronounced happy^ till 
death has closed the period of hitman uncertainty. . Tet, if 
to descend into the vale of life, beloved and honoured; 
to see l&e labours of our earlier years^ crowned with 
more than hoped for success ; to enjoy while living, that 
fame, which is usually bestowed only- beyond the tomb; if 
these could confer aught of happiness, on this side the grave, 
then may the subject of our memoir be esteemed truly 

He^ indeed, survived those who were the partners of his 
toils, and the jcompanions of his earlier years ; but in so do* 
ing, he did not experience the uisual fate of mortality, in sur- 
viving the sympathy, the kindness, and thie love of his fellow 
creatures. A new race of companions rose around him, who 
adfled to those feelings the deeper ones of admiration, respect, 
afi4 gratitude ; and he long lived in the bosom of his country, 
which was the bosom of bis friends, cherished with an afTec- 
tion, bestowed at once by the ardour of youth, and the re- 
flection of age. 
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One cannot resist applying to him^ that sentiment in which 
the greatest of historians has indulged, when speaking of a 
Dian whqm Mr. Jefferson stronglj resembled, in the mild and 
. virtuous dignity of his domestic character, his fondness for 
the pursuits of science^ chastened^ but not extinguished by 
the occupations of an at^tive life, the serenity of bis temper 
and manners, and a modesty and simplicity, which, while 
they shed an uncommon lustre over his public career, doubly 
adorned the less conspicuous scenes bf retirement ^^ Agricola 
had possessed to the full,'' says Tacitus, ** those enjoyments 
which alone can make us truly happy, those which spring 
from virtue^he h4d been adorned with all the dignity, which 
consular rank or triumphal honours could be9tow*^what 
more could fortune add to his happiness or his fame ?'' 

Need the author of this article say, that it Is witii feelings 
of unaffected diffidence, he takes his pen to record a brie{^ 
and probably transient account, of the chief incidents in the 
life of this distinguished man ? need he say, that he can in- 
dulge no hope of portri^ing, either vividly or justly^ those 
brilliant characteristics with which it abounds ? and need he 
adSd, that if his sketch shall possess any interest, it is to be 
attributed more to the illustrious name which adorns it, than 
to its own excellence ? He is indeed but too well aware that 
the historian of Mr» Jefferson has not an easy task to per- 
form. His was a life of no common character. It was one 
abounding in great eTehts and extraordinary circumstances, 
upon which the opinions of his countrymen have be^n*;^ 
much divided, that prejudices arising from their divisCc4|H99-. 
have thrown their shade upon almost every transactiqn. of 
hiii life. I^et it be remembered, however, that, to these^'coa- 
fiicting sentiments, a biographer is not called on to become 
a party; nor would it be proper in him to obtrude the J^fcu- 
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liar opinions he may entertain. It is his duty alone to state 
their existence, with the powerful influence that attended 
them, and to ask from his country^ that, all prejudices laid 
aside, the illustrious object of his labours may come before 
them, in that cloudless mirror, whel*dLn posterity will examine 
the fathers of our country. 

Thomasi Jbffersox was descended froin a family, which 
had been long settled in his native province of Yirgiiiia. His 
ancestors had emigrated thither at an early period ; and al- 
though bringing with them, so far as is known, no fortune 
beyond that zeal and enterprise which are more than useful 
to adventurers in a new and unknown country, and no rank 
beyond a name, which was free from dishonour; they had a 
standing in the community highly respectable, and lived in 
circumstances of considerable affluence. His father, Peter 
Jefferson, was a gentleman well known in the i»*ovince. He 
was appointed in the year 1747, one f{ the commissioners 
for determining the division line, between Virginia and North 
Carolina, an office which would seem to indicate at once con- 
siderable scientific knowledge, and that integrity, firmness, 
and discernment, which are so peculiarly necessary in set- 
tling the boundaries between small but independent terri- 
tories. 

Thomas Jefferson was born on the second day of April, 
(O. S.) 1743^ at Shadwell, in Albemarle county, Virginia, 
and on the death of his father^ succeeded (to an ample and 
unembarrassed fortune. But little is known of the incidents 
of his early life, and the biographer is entirely destitute of 
those anecdotes of youth which are so often remembered and 
recorded, pointing out, as they seem to do, the latent sparks 
of genius, and foretelling the career of future usefulness and 
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honour. 'Ife first hear of him as a stadent in the college of 
William and Mary, at Williamsbui^, and then^ ignorant of 
hia success on the youthful arena of literary fame, find him 
a student of law, under a master whose talents and virtue, 
may have offered a model for bis succeeding life, the cele- 
brated George Wythe, afterwards chancellor of the state of 
Virginia. With this gentleman he was united, not merely 
by the ties of professional connexion, but by a congeniality 
of feeling, and similarify of views, alike honourable to 
them both ; the friendship formed in youth was cemented 
and strengthened by age, and when the venerable pre- 
ceptor closed his life, in 1806, be bequeathed his library 
and philosophical apparatus to a pupil and friend, who 
had already proved himself worthy of his instruction and 
regard. ^ 

Mr. Jefferson was called to the bar in the year 1766 ; and 
pursued the practice of «his profession, with zeal and success. 
In the short period during which he continued to devote him- 
self to it, without the interruption of pbHtical objects, he ac- 
quired very considerable reputation, and there still exists a 
monument of his early labour and useful talents, in a volume 
of Reports of adjudged cases in the supreme courts of Yir- 
glnia, compiled and digested, amid the engagements of active 
professional occupation. 

But be came into life at a period, when those who possessed 
the Confidence of .their fellow citizens, and the energy and 
talents requisite for public life, were not long permitted to 
remain in a private station, and pursue their ordinar^r affairs ; 
he was soon called to embark in a career of more extensive 
usefulness, and to aim at higher objects — ^ingenium illustre 
altioribus studiis ju venis admodum dedit, quo firmior adversus 
forfaiita rempublicam capesseret We find him accordingly, 
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J 
as early as the year 1769, a distinguished member of the 

legislature of Virginia, associated with men, whose nam^s 
are inscribed among the first and most determined cham- 
pions of our rights. Ever since the year 1763, a spirit of 
opposition to the British government^ had been gradually 
arising in the province, and tiiis spirit was more and more 
increased, by the. arbitrary measures of the mother country, 
which seemed to be the offsprings of rashness and folly, 
singularly extraordinary* The attachment to England was, 
indeed, considerable in all the colonies, and in Yirginia it was 
more than usually strong ; many of the principal families of 
the province were connected with it by the closest ties of 
consanguinity ; the young men of promise, were sent thither 
to complete their education in its colleges \ and by many, 
and those npt the least patriotic, it was fondly looked to as 
their homt. To sever this connexion, one would suppose to 
be a work of no ordinary facility ; yet such was the rash 
course pursued by the British ministry, that a. very brief 
space was suflScient, to dissolve in every breast that glowed 
with national feeling, the ties which had been formed by 
bloody by time, and by policy ; a very short experience was 
enough to convince every mind, conversant with the political 
history of the world, and able to weigh, amid tlie tumult of 
the times, the probable chances of successful resistance, with 
the miseries of submission or defeat, that there was no 
hazard too great to be encountered, for the establishment of 
institutions, which would secure the country from, a repeti- 
tion of insults that could only end in the most abject slavery. 
It will not be doubted, that Mr. Jefferson was among the 
first to perceive the only course that could be adopted ; his 
own expressive language portrays at once the sufferings of 
the country, and the necessity of resistance. 
Vol. IV.— I i 
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'< The colonies'* he says, in allading to this period, " wcpt 
taxed internally and externally ; their essential interests sacri- 
ficed to individuals in Great Britain ; their legislatures sus- 
pended ; charters annulled ; trials by juries taken away ; their 
persons subjected to transportation across the Atlantic, and to 
trial by foreign judicatories ; their supplications for redress 
thought beneath answer ; themselves published as. cowards in 
the councils of their mother country and courts of Europe ; 
armed troops sent amongst them to enforce submission to 
these violences; and actual hostilities commenced against 
them. No alternative was presented, but resistance or un- 
conditional submission. Between these there could be no 
hesitation. They closed in the appeal to arms.*' 

On the first of January^ 1/72, Mr. Jefferson married the 
daughter of Mr. Wayles, an eminent lawyer of Virginia; an 
alliance by which he at once gained an accession of strength 
and credit ; and secured in the intervals of public business, 
(which indeed #ere few) the domestic happiness he was so 
well fitted to partake and to enjoy. Its duration, however, 
was but short ; in little more than ten years, death deprived 
him of his wife, and left him the sole, guardian of two infant 
daughters, to whose education he devoted himself with a 
constancy and zeal, which might in some degree compensate 
for the want of a mother's care and instruction. 

On the twelfth of March, 1773, Mr. Jefferson was appoint- 
ed a member of the first committee of correspondence, estab- 
lished by the colonial legislatures ; an act already alluded 
to as one of the most important of the revolution, having 
paved the way for that union of action and sentiment, 
whence arose the first effective resistance, and on which 
depended the successful conduct and final triumph of the 
cause. 
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The year ITini, found Mr. Jefferson still an active'mem- 
ber of the legislature of Virginia. The passage of the Bos- 
ton port act, and the bills which immediately followed it, 
had filled up the measure of insult and oppression. The 
private property of all was to be sacrificed for the public 
conduct of a. few; the faith of charters was unhesitatingly 
violated } and personal liberty and life itself were destroyed, 
without resort to the common forms of justice, and without 
redress. At this crisis, Mr. Jefferson wrote and published 
his ^* Summary vi6w of the rights of British America;'* 
having devoted to its composition all the leisure he could 
obtain from the labours of his public situation ; although 
these had become by this time, from his active and energetic 
character, extremely arduous. 

mis pamphlet he addressed to the king, as the chief officer 
of the people, appointed by the laws and circumscribed with 
definitive powers to assist in working the great machine of 
government, erected for their use, and consequently subject 
to their superintendence. . He reminded him, that our ances- 
tors had been British freemen, that they had acquired their 
settlements here, at their own expense and blood ; that it 
was for themselves they fought, for themselves they conquer- 
ed, and for themselves alone, they had a right to hold. That 
they had indeed thought proper to adopt the same system o£ 
laws, under which they had hitherto lived, and to unite 
themselves under a common sovereign ; but that no act of 
theirs bad ever given a title to that authority, which the 
British parliament arrogated. That the crown had unjustly 
commenced its encroachments, by distributing the settle- 
ments among its favourites, and the followers of its fortunes ; 
that it then proceeded to abridge) the free trade, which 
the colonies possessed as of natural right, with all parts of 
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the world ; and that afterwards offices were established of 
little use^ btit to accommodate the ministers and favourites 
of the crown. That during the reign of the sovereign whom 
he immediately addressed, the violation of rights had in- 
creased in rapid and hold succession ; being no longer single 
acts of tyranny, that* might be ascribed to the accidental 
opinion of a day; but a series of oppressions, pursued so 
unalterably through every change of ministers, as to prove 
too plainly a deliberate and systematical plan, of reducing 
the colonies to slavery. He next proceeds, in a style of the 
boldest invective, to point out the several acts by which this 
plan had been enforced, and enters against them a solemn, 
and determined protest. He then considers the conduct of 
the king^ as holding an executive authority in the colonies, 
and points out, without hesitation, his deviation from.the line 
of duty ; he asserts^ that by the unjust exercise of his nega- 
tive power, he had rejected laws of the most salutary ten- 
dency ; that he had' defeated repeated attempts to stop the 
slave trade and abolish slavery ; thus preferring the imme- 
diate advantages of a few African corsairs, to the lasting 
interests of America, and to the rights of human nature, 
deeply wounded by this infamous practice. That inattentive 
to the necessities of his people, he had neglected for years, 
the laws which were sent for his inspection. And that 'as- 
suming a power, for advising the exercise of which, the 
English judges in a former reign had suffered death as trai- 
tors to their country, he had dissolved the representative as- 
semblies, and refused to call others. That to enforce these, 
and other arbitrary measures, he had from time to time sent 
over large bodies of armed men, not made up of the people 
here, nor raised by the authority of their laws. That to 
render these proceedings still more criminal, instead of sub- 
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jecting the military to the civil power$» be bad expressly 
made the latter subordinate to the former. That th^se 
grievances were thus laid before their sovereign^ with that 
freedom of language and sentiment which became a free peo* 
pie, whom flattery would ill beseem, when asserting the 
rights of human nature ; and who knew nor feared to say, that 
kings are the servants, not the proprietors of the people. 

In these sentiments, >bold as they were, his political asso- 
ciates united with him; they considered that which wa» 
nominally directed against the colonies of New England 
alone, equally an attack on the liberties and rights of every 
other province. They resolved that the first of June, the 
day on which the operation of the Boston port bill Was to 
commence, should be set apart by the members, as a day of 
fasting, humiliation and prayer; ^< devoutly to implore the 
divine interposition, for averting the heavy calamities which 
threatened destruction to their civil rights, and tbe evils of 
a civil war; and to give them one' heart and one mind, to 
oppose, by all just and proper means, every injury to Ame- 
rican rights.'* 

Such proceedings greatly exasperated lord Dunmore, the 
royal governor of the province. He threatened a prosecution 
for high treason against Mr. Jefferson, who boldly avowed 
himself the author of the obnoxious pamphlet, and dissolved 
the house of burgesses, immediately after the publication of 
their resolution. Notwithstanding these arbitrary measures, 
thememberd met in their private capacities, and mutually 
signed a spirited declaration, wherein they set forth the un- 
just conduct of the governor, which had left them this, the 
only method, to point out to their countrymen, the measures 
they deemed the best fitted to secure their rights and liberties 
from destruction, by the heavy hand of powers They told 
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tbem^ that they could no longer resist the conviction, that 
a determined system had been formed to reduce the inhabi- 
tants of British America to slavery, by subjecting them to 
taxation without their consent^ by closing the port of Boston^ 
and raising a revenue on tea. They the][*efore strongly 
recomm^ded a close alliance with their sister colonies, the 
formation of committees of correspondence, and the annual 
meeting of a general congress; earnestly hoping that a per- 
sistance in those unconstitutional principles, would not com- 
pel them to adopt measures of a character more decisive* 

The year irr5, opened in England, with attempts, at onca 
by the friends and the enemies of the colonies, to eJBfect a 
reconciliation* Perhaps the period had passed away, when 
success was to be expected, from the efforts of the form^ ; 
but even an experiment on their plan was not allowed to bo 
made. The house of lords received, with chilling apathy, 
flie proposition submitted by the energy, the patriotism and 
the experience of the dying Chatham ; and the house of 
commons listened, without conviction, to the well digested 
plans of Mr. Burke, brought forward as they were, with an 
eloquence unequalled perhaps in the records of any age or 
country, and supported by that intuitive quickness of per- 
ception, that astonishing correctness of foresight, which so 
often marked his political predictions. 

The ministry were determined that the reconciliation, if 
indeed they ever sincerely wished for one, should proceed 
from themselves, and be made on: their own terms; they 
offered that so long as the colonial legislatures should con- 
tribute a fair proportion for the common defence, and for 
the support of the civil government, no tax should be laid by 
parliament; but that the amount raised by these means, 
should be disposable by that body. This proposition, bear- 
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ing indeed some semblance of conciliation^ but in fact yield- 
ing no single point of that arbitrary system which Great 
Britain had chosen to adopt, was carried by a large majority^ 
and sent to the governors of the several colonies, with direc* 
tions to lay it before the respective legislatures* It was at. 
least hoped, that if the scheme did not finally succeed, it 
might produce disunion or discontent. 

On the first of June, 1775, lord Dunmore presented to the 
legislature of Virginia, the resolution of the British parlia- 
ment It was referred immediately to a committee, and Mr. 
Jefferson was selected to frame the reply* This task he 
performed with so much strength of argument, enlightened 
patriotism, and sound political discretion, that the document 
has been ever considered, as a state paper of the highest 
order. It is found in most of the histories of that period, 
and for a work like this, it may be sufficient merely to give 
the sentence, with which he concludes a series of propositions 
and an array of facts, alike unanswered and unanswerable. 

^< These, my lord, are our sentiments on this important 
subject, which we ofier only as an individual part of the 
whole empire* Final determination we leave to the general 
congress now sitting, before whom we shall lay the papers 
your lordship has communicated to us. For ourselves, we 
have exhausted every mode of application, which our inven- 
tion could suggest as proper and promising. We have de- 
cently remonstrated with parliament, they have added new 
injuries to the old^ we have wearied our king with supplica- 
tions, he has not deigned to answer us ; we have appealed to 
the native honour and justice of the British nation, their 
efforts in our favour have hitherto been ineffbctual. What 
then remains to be done ? That we commit our injuries to 
th^ even handed justice of that Being who doth no wrong, 
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earnestly beseeching Him to illuminate the councils^ and pros- 
per the endeavours of those to whom America hath confided 
her hopes ; that througli their wise directions, we may again 
see reunited the blessings of liberty, prosperity, and harmony 
with Great Britain/' 

Mn JejBpn'son had been elected, oh the twenty-seventh of 
March, 1775, one of the members to represent Virginia, in 
the general congress of the confederated colonies, already 
assembled at Philadelphia. When about to leave the colony, 
a circumstance is said to have occurred to him, and to Mr. 
Harrison and Mr. Lee, his fellow delegates, that conveyed a 
noble mark of the unbounded confidence, which their consti- 
tuents reposed in their integrity and virtue. A portion of 
the inhabitants, who, far removed from the scenes of actual 
tyranny, which were acted in New England, and pursuing 
uninterruptedly their ordinary pursuits, could form no idea 
of the slavery impending over them, waited on their tliree 
representatives, just before their departure, and addressed 
them in the following terms : 

"Tou asseiH; that there is a fixed design to invade our 
rights and privileges ; we own that we do not see this clearly, 
but since you assure us that it is so, we believe the fact. We 
are about to take a very dangerous step ; but we confide in 
you, and are ready to support you in every measure you shall 
think proper to adopt.'* 

On Wednesday, the twenty-first of June, 1775, Mr. Jef- 
ferson appeared and took his seat in the continental con- 
gress ; and it was not long before he became conspicuous 
among those, most distinguished by their abilities and ardour. 
In a few days after his arrival, he was made a member 'of a 
committee appointed to draw up a declaration, setting f6rth 
the causes and necessity of resorting to arms; a task, whio:h. 
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like all the ather addressiBS of this congress, was executed 
with singular ability, and in which it is more than probable, 
the Virginia delegate took no inconsiderable part 

In July, the resolution of the house of commons for con- 
ciliating the colonies, which had been presented to the dif* 
ferent legislatures, a^nd to which, as we have already related, 
Mr. Jefferson had framed the reply of Virginia, was laid 
before congress. He was immediately named a member of 
the committee to whom at was referred, and in a few days 
a report wais presented embracing the same general views as 
his own, and repeating that the neglect with which all our 
overtures were received, had destroyed every hope, but that 
of reliance on our own <^ertion9. 

On the eleventh of August, Mr. Jefferson -was again elected 
a delegate from Virginia, to the tliird congress. During the 
winter, his name appears very frequently on the journals of 
that assembly, and we find him constantly taking an active 
part in the principal matters which engaged its attention. 
He was a member of various committees, but from the in- 
formation to be obtained on the i*ccord8 of congress, and 
it is but scanty, his attention seems rather to have been de- 
voted to objects of general policy, the arrangement of general 
plans and systems of action, the in¥estigation of important 
documents, and objects of a similar nature, than to the dfstaila 
of active business for which other members could probably 
be found, equally well qualified. 

With the commencement of the year 1776, the affairs of the 
colonies, and certainly the views of their political leaders, 
began to assume a new aspect, one of more energy, and with 
motives and objects more decided and apparent. Bighteen 
months had passed away, since the colonists had learned by 
Vol. IV.-K k 
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tke entrenchments at Boston^ that a resort to arms was an 
event, not beyond the contempts^ion of the British ministry ; 
nearly a year had elapsed, since ti>e fields of Concord and 
Lexington bad been stained with hostile blood ; during this 
interval, armies had been raised, vessels of war had been 
equipped, fortifications had been erected, gallant exploits had 
been performed, and eventful battles had been lost and won ; 
yet still were the provinces bound to their British brethren, 
by the ties of a similar allegiance ;• still did they look upon 
themselves as members of the same empire, subjects of the 
same sovereign, and partners in the same constitution and 
laws. They acknowledged, that the measures they had 
adopted were not the result of choice, but the exercise of a 
right Jf not a duty, resulting from this very situation ; they 
confessed that they were engaged in a controversy peculiarly 
abhorrent to their afiections, of which the only object was to 
restore the harmony formerly existing between the two coun- 
tries,, and to establish it on so firm a basis, as to perpetuate 
its blessings, uninterrupted by any future dissensions, to 
succeeding generations in both nations. 

There is indeed among all men a natural reluctance to 
tlirow off those habits, we may say principles, to which they 
have become attached, by education and long usage — there 
is an. uncertainty always hanging over the future, that makes, 
us dread to explore it, in search of an expected but uncertain 
good — and we seem rather willing to wait until fortune or 
time shall afibrd a remedy, than to seek it by boldly grasping 
at that, which although bright and beautiful in appearance^ 
can be reached only with toil and danger, and may prove at 
last a phantom. A revolution, however just in its principles, 
however plausible in its conduct, however pure in its end% 
cannot be but uncertain in its results ;. and though even the 
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thinking and the good will not hesitate, when no other means 
are left to preserve those rights, without which happiness is 
only a name, they will resort to ijt as the last resource, after 
every other expedient has been tried, after long suffering, 
with hesitation, almost with regret. 

Every expedient, however, short of unconditional separa- 
tion, had now been tried by congress — but in vaiu. It ap- 
peared >yorse than useless, longer to pursue measures of open 
hostility, and yet to hold out the promises of reconciliation. 
The time had arrived when a more decided stand must be 
taken — ^the circumstances of the nation demanded it, the suc- 
cess of the struggle depended on it. The best and wisest 
men had become convinced, that no accohomodation could 
take place, and that a course which waf$ not marked by deci- 
sion wo.uld create dissatisfaction among the resolute, while it 
would render more uncertain the feeble and the wavering. 

During the spring of 1776, therefore, the question of inde- 
pendence became one of very general interest and reflection 
among all classes of the nation. It was taken into conside- 
ration by some of the colonial legidatures, and in Virginia a 
resolution was adopted in favour of its immediate declara- 
tion. 

Under these circumstances, the subject was brought directly 
before congress, on Friday, the seventh of June, 1776. It was 
discussed very fully on the following Saturday and Monday^ 
and we have already mentioned, that after the debate they 
came to the determination to postpone the further considera- 
tion of it until the first of July following. In the mean while, 
however, that no time might be lost, in case the congress should 
agree thereto, a committee was appointed to prepai*e a decla- 
ration, << That these United Colonies are, and of right ought 
to be, free and independent states ; that they are absolved from 
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all allegiance to tiie British crown ; and tliat all political 
connexion between them and the state of Great Britain is, 
and ought to be, totally dissolved.'^ 

^This committee consisted of Mr^Jfefferson, Mr. J. AdamSf 
Mr. Franlclin, Mr. Sliei*man, and Mr. R. R. Livingston; and 
to Mr. JeflTerson^ the chairman of the committee, was ulti- 
mately assigned the important duty of preparing the draught 
of the document, for the formation of which tliey had -been ap* 
pointed.' 

V The task thus devolved on Mr. Jefferson, was of no ordi- 
nary magnitude ; and required the exercise of no common 
judgment and foresight. The act was one, which in its re- 
sults, would operate far beyond the effects of the moment ; and 
which was to indicate, in no small degree, the future tone of 
feeling, and the great course of policy that were to direct the 
movements of a new and extensive empire. Yet it was on 
all hands surrounded with difficulty and danger — clouds and 
darkness rested on the future — and without experience, with* 
out resources, and without ftiends, they were entering on a 
wide field, with nought but providence for their guide. Even 
the feelings of the nation, the very feelings which prompted 
the act, were to be examined with caution and relied on with 
distrust, for how much soever they might be the primary 
cause, and however powerfully they might exist at the moment, 
their efibct would have ceased, and their operation would be 
unknown, at that period when the principles they had called 
forth would be in full exercise. Tetall this caution and dis- 
trust was to be exerted, amid the excitement of passion, the 
fluctuation of public opinion, and the headstrong impetuosity, 
which made the people, whose act it purported to be, blind to 
every thing but their own wrongs, and the deepest emotions 
of exasperation and revenge. 
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It was an act which at once involved the dearest and most 
vital interests of the whole people* It overturned systems of 
government long established, and sacrificed a trade, already 
amounting annually to more than twenty millions of dollars. 
By it the whole nation was to stand or fall ; it wbs a step 
that could not be retraced ; a pledge involving the lives, the 
fortunes, and the honour of thousands, which must be redeem- 
ed at the deepest costof blood and treasure ; it was a measure, 
supposed to be viewed unfavourably by a very large propor- 
tion of those whose interests and happiness were concerned in 
it, andy as such, a want of prudence in its conduct, as well as 
of success in its end, would be attended with even more than 
ridicule or disgrace. 

Nor was it in America alone, that its effects would be felt ; 
it was a document to guide other nations in their course of 
policy, to turn their attention to our situation, in which there 
was nothing to dazzle and little to interest, and to bring them 
if possible into our alliance. As such, it would become a 
matter of deep reflection by prudent, if not unfeeli ng statesmen, 
far removed from the scene of action ; looking upon it with- 
out passion ; and forming from it their opinions of our cha- 
racter, and the reliance that might be placed on us. In a 
word, while it purported to be, as it was, the offspring of 
injuries unatoned for, and rights wantonly violated, it was to 
bear the marks of calm heroic devotion, and to show us ar- 
dent in the pursuit and preservation of our rights, but cool 
and deliberate in our plans, slow in undertaking that which 
was attended with uncertainty and danger, but, once con- 
vinced of its necessity, undeviating in our course, and fixed 
on the object of pursuit 

It presented indeed to the consideration of the world, an 
object of greater magnitude than had for ages engaged its 
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attention. It was no question of insulted flags, or violated 
boundaries ; no matter to be traced through the labyrinths 
of diplomacyy or to be settled by the rules, of court etiquette. 
It was not the manifesto of an ambitious sovereign, who pro« 
claims to the world in Ipud and haughty language, a long 
catalogue of imaginary grievances, to form a pretext for the 
violation of plighted faith, and the last resort to arms. But 
it was the manly declaration of indignant suffering ; the result 
of injury protracted beyond endurance ; the just appeal to the 
only remedy that was left, after every milder method had 
been tried in vain. 

To frame such a document, was the effort of no common 
mind. That of Mr. Jefferson proved fully equal to the task. 
His labours received the immediate approbation and sanction 
of the committee ; and their opinion has been confirmed by 
the testimony of succeeding years, and of every nation where 
it has been known. 

On the twenty-eighth.of June the Declaration of Indepen^ 
dence was presented to congress, and read; on the first, 
second, and third of July it was taken into very full con- 
sideration ; and on the fourth, it was agreed to after several 
alterations and considerable omissions had been made in the 
draught, as it was first framed by the committee. 

The declaration in its original form, compared with that 
which was subsequently given to the world, is a document 
of much interest, and seems indeed so peculiarly proper 
to be inserted in a memoir of its illustrious author, that 
we subjoin it ; marking in italics the words which were 
erased by congress, and introducing between brackets, 
the additions and substitutions that were made before it 
received the final sanction of that assembly. It is as fol-r 
lows. 
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'* When in the course of human events, it becomes neces- 
sary for one people to dissolve the political bands which 
have connected them With another, and to assume among the 
powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which 
the laws of nature and of nature's God entitle them, a decent 
respect to the opinions of mankind, requires that they should 
declare the causes which impel them to the separation. ^ . 

** We hold these truths to be self evident— that alUQe^are 
created equal ; that they are endowed by their (Creator with 
[certain] mAeren/an^/ unalienable rights f that abongst these 
are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness ; that to secure 
these rights, governments are instituted among men, deriv- 
ing their just powers from the consent of the governed; that, 
whenever any form of government becomes dcfstructive of 
these ends, it is the right of the people to alter or to abolish it, 
and to institute a new government, laying its foundation on 
such principles, and organizing its powers in such form, as to 
theiti shall seem most likely to effect their safety and happi- 
ness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that governments long, 
established, should not be changed for light and transient 
causes; and accordingly, all experience hath shown, that 
mankind are more disposed to suffer while evils are suffer^ 
able, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to 
which they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses 
and usurpations, begun at a distant period and pursuing 
invariably the same object, evinces a design to reduce them 
under absolute despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, 
to throw off such government, and to provide new guards 
to their future security. Such has been the patient sufferance 
of these colonies ; and such is now the necessity which con- 
strains them to [alter] eoepunge their former systems of go- 
vernment 



A I 



264 JEFFERSON. 

**The history of the present king of Great Britain is a 
history of [repeated] unremitting injuries and usurpationSy 
among whick appears no solitary fact to contradict the 'uni- 
form tenor of the rest ; but all have [all having,] in direct 
object, the establishment of an absolute tyranny over these 
states. To prove tiiis, let facts be submitted to a candid 
world, for the truth of which we pledge a faith yet unsullied 
by falsehood. 

^' He has refused his assent to laws tlie most wholesome 
and necessary for the public good. 

^<He has forbidden his governors to pass laws of immediate 
and pressing importance, unless suspended in their operation 
till his aasent should be obtained; and when so suspended, 
he has utterly neglected to attend to them. 

<^ He has refused to pass other laws for the accommo- 
dation of large districts of people, unless those people 
would relinquish the right of representation in the legis- 
lature, a right inestimable to tiiem, and formidable to tyrants 
only. 

'^ He has called together legislative bodies at places nn- 
usual, uncomfortable, and distant from tiie depository- of 
their public records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them 
into compliance with his measures. 

** He has dissolved representative houses repeatedly and 
eontinuallyj for opposing with manly firmness his invasions 
on the rights of the people. 

** He has refused, for along time after such dissolutions, t» 
cause others to be elected ; whereby the legislative powers, 
incapable of annihilation, have returned to the people at 
large for their exercise ; the state remaining in the mean time 
exposed to all the danger of invasion from without, and»coB- 
vulsions within. 
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''He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these 
states; for that purpose obstructing the laws for naturalisa- 
tion of foreigners, refusing to pass others to encourage their 
migrations hither, and raising the conditions of new appro- 
priations of lands. 

^' He has suff&red [obstructed] the administration of justice 
totally to cease in some of these states^ [by] refusing his as- 
sent to laws for establishing judiciary powers. 

'^He has made xnir judges dependent on his will alone for 
the tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment of 
their salaries. 

"He has erected a multitude of new offices,^ a self «*• 
sumed power, and sent hither swarms of officers to harass 
our people, and eat out their substance. 

"He has kept among us in times of peace, standing 
armies and ships of war, without the consent of 6ur legisla- 
tures. 

" He has affected to render the military independent of and 
superior to the civil power. 

'* He has combined with others to subject us to a juris-* 
diction foreign to our constitution, and unacknowledged 
by our laws ; giving his assent to their acts of pretended 
legislation: 

"For quartering large bodies of armed trOops among us: 

"For protecting them, by mock trial, from punishment for 
any murders which they should commit on the inhabitants of 
these states : 

" For cutting off our trade with all parts of the world: 

^'For imposing taxes on us without ottr consent: 

"For depriving us, [in many cases,] of the benefits of 
trial by jury : 

Vol. IV.— L 1 
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"For transporting us beyond seas to be tried for preten- 
ded oifences: 

^<For abolishing the free system of English laws in a neigh'- 
bouring province, establishing therein an arbitrary govern-* 
ment, and enlarging its boundaries, so as to render it at once 
an example and lit instrument for introducing the same ab« 
solute rule into these states [colonies :] 

^^ For taking away pur charters, abolishing our most valua- 
ble laws, and altering fundamentally the forms of our govern^ 
ments: 

^^For suspending our own legislatures, and declaring them- 
selves invested with power to legislate for us, in all cases 
whatever : 

^ He has abdicated government here, withdrawing his gover-- 
norSf and [by] declaring us out of his [allegiance and] pro- 
tection, [and waging war against us :] 

^^He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burnt our 
towns, and destroyed the lives of our people : 
, ^^He is at this time transporting large armies of foreign 
mercenaries to complete the works of death, desolation, and 
tyranny, already begun with circumstances of crueHy &nd 
perfidy, [scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous Vg^s» 
and] totally unworthy the head of a civilized nation. 

" He has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants o/\mr 
frontiers^ the merciless Indian savagesj whose known rulet of 
warfare is an undistinguished destruction of all ages^ seJ^f 
and conditions of existence. 

" He has incited treasonable insurrections of our fello 
citizens f with the allurements of forfeiture and conJiscatio?\ 
qfour property • 

^* He has constrained others^ taken captives on the high seasj 
io hear arms against their country f to become the executioners 
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of their friends and brethren^ or to fall themselves by their 
hands. 

*^ [He has constrained our fellow citizens taken captive on 
the high seas, to bear arms against their country, to become 
the executioners of their friends and brethren^ or to fall them- 
selves by their hands.] 

^< [He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and 
has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, 
the merciless Indian savages, whose known rule of warfare 
is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes, and con^ 
ditions.] 

"Zfe has waged cniel war against human nature itself viO' 
lating its most sacred rights ofKfe and liberty in the persons 
of a distant people, who never offended him^ captivating and 
carrying them into slavery in another hemisphere, or to 
incur miserable death in their transportation thither. This 
piratical warfare, the opprobrium of infidel powers, is 
the warfare of a christian Mn^ of Great 'Britain. Deter ^ 
mined to keqj open a market where MEN should be bought 
and sold, he has prostituted his negative for suppressing 
every legislative attempt to prohibit or restrain this eoie- 
crable commerce; and that this assemblage of horrors m,ight 
want no fact of distinguished dye, he is now epsdting those 
very people to rise in arms among us, and to purchase that 
liberty of which he has deprived them, by murdering the peo- 
ple upon whom he also obtruded them; thus paying off former 
crimes committed against the liberties of one people, with 
crimes which he urges them to commit against the lives of 
another. 

<< In every stage of these oppressions, we h^ve petitioned 
for redress in the most humble terms: our repeated petitions 
have been answered only by repeated injury. A prince 



268 JEFFERSON. 

whose character is thus marked by every act which may 
define a tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a [free] people 
who mean to be free. Future ages will scarce believe that the 
hardiness of one man adventured^ within the short compass of 
twelve years only i to build a foundation so broad and undis- 
guised f for tyranny over a people fostered and fixed in prin^ 
cipies of freedom. 

^<Nor have we been wanting in attentions to our Bf^tisb 
brethren. We have warned them from time to time^ of at- 
tempts by their legislature to extend a jurisdiction over these 
our states^ [to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us.] 
We have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigra- 
tion and settlement here/ no one of which could warrant so 
strange a pretension : that these were effected at the expense 
qf our own blood and treasure^ unassisted by the wealth or 
the strength of Great Britain : that in constituting indeed 
our several form^ of government y toe had adopted one common 
hingj thereby laying a foundation for perpetual league and 
amity with them: but that submission to their parliament 
was no part of our constitution^ nor ever in idea^ if history 
may be credited; and we [have] appealed to their native 
justice and magnanimity, as well as to [and we have con- 
jured them by] the ties of our common kindred, to disavow 
these usurpations, which were likely to [would inevitably] 
interrupt our connexions and correspondence. They too, 
have been deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity; 
and when occasions have been given them by the regular 
course of th^ir lawsy of removing from their councils^ the 
•disturbers of our harmony^ they have by their free election 
re-established them in power. At this "very time too^ they are 
permitting their, chief magistrate to send over not only soldiers 
of our common blood, but Scotch and foreign mercenaries to 
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invade und destroy us. These facts have given the last stab . 
to agonizing' affectimi; and manly spirit bids us to renounce 
Jbret^er these unfeeling brethren. We must endeavour to forget 
cur former love for them, and to hold them as we hold the rest 
'of mankind^ enemies in war^ in peace friends. We might have 
ieen a free and a great peaple together; but a communication 
•of grandeur and of freedom it seems ^ is below their dignity. 
Me it sf9y since they xvill have it. The road to happiness and 
to glory is open to us too: we will climb it apart from them^ 
€md ^acquiesce in the necessity which denounces our eternal 
^para4i9n^ [We must therefore acquiesce in the necessity, 
'wbidi denounces oar separation^ and hold them^ as we hold 
tine rest of mankind, enemies in war, in peace friends.] 

" Wc, therefore, the representatives of the Uwitbd States 
«p Amskica, ur Generai. Congbess assembled, [appeal- 
ing to Vtke supreme judge of the world for the rectitude of our 
intentiotis] do in the name, and hy the authority of the good 
peojple q( these states [colonies,] reject and renounce all al- 
iegiance and subjection to the kings of Ch^at Britain, and 
all others^ who may hereafter claim by, through, or under 
them ; we utterly dissolve all political connexion which may 
heretofore have subsisted between us and the parliament of 
Great Britain ; and finally we do assert [solemnly publish 
and declare] that these United Colonies are, [and of right 
ought to be,] free and independent states ; [that they are ab- 
solved from all allegiance to the British crown, and that all 
jpolitical connexion between them and tlie state of Great Bri- 
tain is, and ought to be, totally dissolved,] and that as free 
and independent states, they have full power to levy war» 
conclude peace, contract alliances, establish commerce, and 
to do all other acts and things which independent states may 
of right do. And for the support of this Declaration, [with 
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a firm reliance on Diyute PRoviDBircEy] we mutually 
, pledge to each other, our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred 
i honour.'* 

It has been mentioned in the life of Richard Henry Lee^ 
that, as the original mover of the resolution for indepen- 
dence, the usage of deliberative assemblies would have assign- 
ed to him, the duty of preparing the declaration, had he not 
been absent. This circumstance, united with a feeling of 
true regard, and a long co-operation in bringing about the 
great result, induced Mr. Jefferson to send Mr. Lee a copy of 
the original draught as well as of the amendments made by 
congress ; these he accompanied with a letter, dated the eighth 
of July, 1776, in which he says : ' 

" Dear Sir — For hews, I refer you to your brother, who 
writes on that head. I enclose you a copy of the Declaration 
of Independence, as agreed to by the house, and also as ori- 
ginally framed : you will judge whether it is the better or 
worse for the critics. I shall return to Virginia after the 
eleventh of August. I wish my successor may be certain to 
come before that time : in that case, I shall hope to see you, 
and not Wythe, in convention, that the business of govern- 
ment, which is of everlasting concern, may receive your aid. 
Adieu, and believe me to be, &c.'' 

During the summer of this year, 1776, Mr. Jefferson took 
an active part in the deliberations and business of congress; 
his name appears on the journals of the house very often, 
and he was a member of several highly important committees. 
Being obliged however to return to Virginia, he was during 
his absence appointed, in conjunction wi^li Dr. Franklin 
and Mr. Deane, a commissioner to the court of France, for 
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the purpose of arranging with that nation a measure^ now 
become of vital necessity^ the formation of treaties of alli- 
ance and commerce. But owing at once to his ill healthy 
the situation of his family^ and the embarrassed position of 
public affairs, especially in his own state^ he was convinced 
that to remain in America, would be more useful than to go 
abroad ; arid in a letter to congresa of the eleventh of Octo- 
ber, he declined the appointment. 

From this period, during the remainder of the revolu- 
tionary war, Mr. Jefferson chiefly devoted himself to the 
service of his own state. In June he had been a third time 
elected a delegate to congress, but in October following, he 
resigned his situation in that body, and was succeeded by 
Benjamin Harrison. The object which now chiefly engaged 
him was the improvement of the civil government of Vir- 
ginia. In May preceding, immediately on the disorganiza- 
tion of the colonial system, the convention assembled at 
Williamsburg, had turned thdr attention to the formation of 
a new plan of government ; and with a haste, which bespeaks 
rather the ardour of a zealous and oppressed people for the 
assertion of their own rights, than the calmness and delibera- 
tion that should attend an act, in which their future welfare 
was so deeply involved, they adopted their constitution in 
the following month. Mr. Jefferson was at this time absent 
in Philadelphia, a delegate to congress ; foreseeing the in- 
evitable result of the contest between the colonies and the 
mother country, he had for a long while devoted much reflec- 
tion and research to maturing a plan for a new government, 
and had already formed one, on the purest principles of re- 
publicanism. This draught he transmitted to the conven- 
tion ; but unfortunately, the one that they had hastily fram- 
ed, had received a final vote on the day it reached Williams- 
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btirg. The debate had already been ardent and protracted, 
the members were wearied and exhausted, and after making 
a few alterations, and adopting entire the masterly preamble 
which Mr. Jefferson had prefixed, it was thought expedient 
for the present to adhere to the original plan, imperfect as 
on all hands it was acknowledged to be. 

The extremes of right and wrong are said very closely to 
approach each other.^ An incident in the political history of 
Yirginia, does not invalidate the maxim. In June, this 
constitution had been adopted, breathing in every article the 
most vehement spirit of equal rights, and established on the 
downfall of arbitrary rule. In the following December, a 
serious proposition was made to establish a dictator, *' in- 
vested with every power, legislative, executive, and judiciary, 
civil and military, of life and of death, over our persons and 
over our properties/' To the wise and good of every party, 
such a scheme could not but appear as absurd as it was dan- 
gerous. In Mr. Jefferson it found a ready and successful oppo- 
nent at the time, and he has devoted to its consideration and 
censure, a few pages of bis later works. 

A wiser plan was adopted to relieve the state from its dif- 
ficulties, by a careful revision of its laws. A commission 
was appointed for this purpose, consisting of Thomas Jeffer- 
son, Edmund Pendleton, George Wythe, Gkorge Mason, 
and Thomas Ludwell Lee, who employed themselves zealous-. 
ly in their task, from the commencement of the year 177T, 
to the middle of 1779. In that period it is said, their in- 
dustry and zeal prepared no less than one hundred and 
twenty-six bills, from which are derived all the most liberal 
features of the existing law^.^ of the commonwealth. The 
method they pursued was marled with prudence and intelli- 
gence. It is thus described by IVtr. Jefferson himself. 
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*^ The plan of the rcvisal M^as this. The common law of 
England, by which is meant that part of the English law 
which was anterior to the date of the oldest statutes extant, 
is made the basis of the work. It was thought dangerous to 
attempt to reduce it to a text : it was therefore left to be col- 
lected from the usual monuments of it. Necessary altera- 
tions in that, and so much of the whole body of the British 
statutes, and of acts of assembly, as were thought proper to 
be retained, were digested into a hundred and twenty-six 
new acts, in which simplicity of style was aimed at, as far 
as was safe.'' 

In the account which Mr. Jefferson has given of this re- 
visal of the laws of Virginia, he has, with the modesty of 
true greatness, suppressed every word which could indicate 
his own participation in an em.ployment so highly honour- 
able. But it is the duty of those who record the actions of 
the great, to point out that which their own modesty would 
conceal. Of the five commissioners, two, George Mason and 
Thomas Ludwell Lee, took no part in the execution of the 
task, except in a consultative meeting preliminary to the as- 
signment of the respective portions of the duty to the three 
others. As regards Mr. Jefferson it should be mentioned, 
that in addition to the prominent and laborious share which 
he undertook in the general revision, Virginia owed to his 
enlightened mind alone, the most important and beneficial 
changes in her code. The laws forbidding the future impor- 
tation of slaves; converting estates tail into fees simple; 
annulling the rights of primogeniture ; establishing schools 
for general education ; sanctioning the right of expatriation ; 
and confirming the rights of freedom in religious opinion, 
were all introduced by him, and were adopted at the time 
they were first proposed, or at a subsequent period ; in addi- 
Voi.1V.— Mm 
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tioh to these^ he brougTit forward a laiir proportioning criihes 
and punishments^ which was afterwards passed under a dif- 
ferent modification. 

To enter into the details of these laws^ would lead as 
from the object as it would far exceed the limits of this 
slight sketch ; yet to the lawyer and politician, they may 
be recomnfiended as containing many invaluable lessons in 
legal and political science, and to those who hare been 
accustomed to view this great statesman rather as author the 
of ingenious theories, than a lawgiver skilled in the practical 
details of government, and the useful application of laws to 
the great exigencies of civil society, they will speak more 
than the most laboured panegyric. 

Nor was it in public duties alone that Mr. Jefferson was 
employed ; with a zeal alike honourable and useful, he de- 
T6t6d his attention to the personal welfare of those of the 
ehemjf, whom the chances of war had placed within bis 
reach; It will be recollected, that congress had deemed it 
prudent to retain Jn America, the troops who had surreh- 
dered at Saratoga, until an authentic ratification of the con<^ 
visntibn, entei*ed into by the British general, should bo 
obtained froni bis government. Iii the mean time it wad 
thought expedient, to remove them into the interior of 
thi country, and the neighbourhood of CharlottesVille, 
ih Virginia, was selected as tli^ place of their d^stihatiom 
/ Thire Ihey arrived early in the year 1779. Thfe winter 
. w^ uncommonly severe ; the barracks unfinished fbi* warit 
\6t labourers ; no sufficient stores of bread laid ih ; and the 
Iroadd rendered impassable by the inclemency of the weather, 
and the hubbfer of wagons which had lately traversed them. 
Mr. Jefibrsbh, aided by Mr. Hawkins the commissary gene- 
rid, kiia the benevolent dispositions of his fellow citizens^ 
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adopted every plan to alleviate the distresses of the troops^ 
and to soften as much as possible the hardships of captivity, 
Tlieir efforts were attended with success* The officers who 
were able to command money, rented houses and small farms 
in the neighbourhood^ while the soldiers enlarged the bar- 
racks and improved their accommodations, so as in a short 
time to form a little community, flourishing and happy. 
These arrangements had scarcely been completed, when, in 
consequence of some powers lodged in them by congress, the 
governor and council of Yirginia determined to remove the 
prisoners to another part of the state ; this intention was 
heard by the captives themselves with distress, and by those 
amongst whom they were settled, with regret. Mr. Jefferson 
immediately addressed a letter to governor Henry, in which 
he stated in strong and glowing language, the impolicy and 
impropriety of such a measure. His appeal was succeasful^ 
and the troops were permitted to remain. Indeed his hospi- 
tality and generous politeness to these unfortunate strangers^ 
was such as to-secure their lasting friendsliip and esteem* 
From them he received many letters, expressing the warmth 
of their attachment and gratitude; and in his subsequent tra- 
vels through Europe, when chance again threw him into their 
society, they loaded him with civility and kindness, and spoke 
to their countrymen in warm terms of the hospitality of Vir- 
ginia. When about to leave Charlottesville, the principal offi- 
cers wrote to him, to renew their thanks, and to bid him adieu ; 
the answer of Mr. Jefferson to one of them has been preserved. 
'^The little attentions,'^ he says, ^'you are pleased to mag- 
nify so much, never deserved a mention or a thought Opposed 
as we happen to be in our sentiments of duty and honour, and 
anxious for contrary events, I shall, nevertheless, sincerely re- 
joice in every circumstance of happiness and safety which majfr 
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attend you personally.'' To another of them he thus wrote i 
** The very small amusements which it has heen in my power 
to furnish, in order to ligliten your lieavy hours^ by no means 
merited the acknowledgments you make. Their impression 
must be ascribed to your extreme sensibility rather than to 
their own weiglit. When the course of events shall have 
removed you to distant scenes of action, where laurels not 
moistened with the blood of my country, may be gathered, I 
shall urge my sincere prayers for your obtaining every honour 
and prererment which may gladden the heart of a soldier. 
On the other hand, should your fondness for philosophy re- 
sume its merited ascendency, is it impossible to hope that 
this unexplored country may tempt your residence, by hold- 
ing out materials wherewith to build a fame, founded on the 
happiness, and not on the calamities of human natui^e? Be 
this as it may, a philosopher or a soldier, I wish you person- 
all^ many felicities." 

"^ On the first of June, 1779, the term for which Mr. Henry, 
the first republican governor of Virginia, had been chosen, 
having expired, Mr. Jefferson was elected to fill that office. 
The time was one at which its duties had become arduous 
and difficult; it was at tliat period of the war, when the 
British government, exasperated by the long protraction 
of hostilities, and goaded by their continual defeats, had in- 
creased the usual horrors of warfare, by the persecution of 
the wretched prisoners who fell into their hands. The 
governor of Virginia, among others, promptly expressed his 
determination to adopt, as the only resource against a system 
of warfare so barbarous and unheard of, a retaliation on the 
British prisoners in his power. ^^I shall give immediate 
orders," he says, in a letter to general Washington, **for 
having in readiness every engine, which the enemy have 
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contrived for the destruction of our unhappy citizens^ capti* 
vated by them. The presentiment of these operations is 
shocking beyond expression. I pray heaven to avert them ; 
but nothing in this world will do with such an enemy but 
proper ftrmness and decision!" This course, for a short 
time, produced on the part of the enemy an excess of cruelty, 
especially against the officers and soldiers of Virginia ; it 
was, however, without avail ; the measure was the last re- 
sort, brought on by a long course of unfeeling conduct, and 
the only remedy that was left. "There is nothing" said the 
governor in a letter to one of the prisoners, **you may be 
assured, consistent with the honour of your country, which 
we shall not at all times, be ready to do for the relief of 
yourself and companions in captivity. We know that ardent 
spirit and hatred for tyranny, which brought you into your 
present situation, will enable you to bear against it with the 
firmness which has distinguished you as a soldier, and to 
look forward with pleasure to the day when events shall 
take place, against which the wounded pride of your enemies 
will find no comfort, even from reflections on the most refined 
of the cruelties with which they have glutted themselves." 
The policy of the measure was proved by its ultimate suc- 
cess; and the British government, when taught by experi- 
ence, acknowledged the correctness of a principle they had 
refused to listen to, when urged only by the dictates of hu- 
manity and the usages of civilized society. 

In the year 1780, Virginia, which had hitherto been dis- 
tant from the seat of actual warfare, was threatened with 
invasion from the south. In the spring, the ferocious Tarle- 
ton had made his appearance on her southern borders, 
marking his path with unusual barbarity. Immediately after 
him, followed the main army under lord Comwallis. It was 
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then time for Virginia to exert herself. Troops were rapidly 
raised and sent off to the south, artillery and ammunition 
\irere collected^ lines of communication established, and every 
preparation made to meet the enemy. It is needless to re- 
mark, that all the former habits and pursuits of the governor^ 
bad been of a kind little likely to fit him for military com* 
mand ; but aware of the importance of energy and exertion, 
at such a crisis, he bent his mind to the new task which for- 
tune had thrown upon him, with alacrity and ardour. ** Our 
intelligence from the southward," he writes to general 
Washington, on the eleventh June, "is most lamentably 
defective. Though Charleston has now been in the hands of 
the enemy a month, we hear nothing of their movements, 
which can be relied upon. Rumours say that they are pene- 
trating northward. To remedy this defect, I shall imme- 
diately establish a line of expresses from hence to the 
neighbourhood of their army, and send thither a sensible, 
judicious person, to give us information of their movements. 
This intelligence will, I hope, be conveyed at the rate of one 
hundred and twenty miles in the twenty-four hours. They set 
out to their stations to-morrow. I wish it were possible that 
alike speedy line of communication could be formed, from 
hence to your excellency's head quarters. Perfect and speedy 
information of what is passing in the south, might put it in 
your power perhaps to frame your measures by theirs. There 
is really nothing to oppose the progress of the enemy north- 
ward, but the cautious principle of the military art. North 
Carolina is without arms. They do not abound with us* 
Those we have are freely imparted to them ; but such is the 
state of their resources that they have not been able to move 
a single musket from this state to theirs. All the wagons we 
can collect here, have been furnished to the Baron De Kalb, 
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and are assembled for the march of two thousand five hundred 
men under general Stevens, of Culpepper, who will mov6 on 
the nineteenth instant I have written to congress to has^ten 
supplies of arms and military stoics for the southern statbs> 
and particularly to aid us with cartridge paper and boxes, 
the want of which articles, small as they are, renders our 
stores useless. The want of money cramps every effort 
This will be supplied by the most unpalatable of all substi- 
tutes, force. Your excellency will readily conceive, that after 
the loss of one army, our eyes are turned towards the other, 
and that we comfort ourselves with the hope, that if any 
aids can be furnished by you, without defeating operations 
more beneficial to the union, they will be furnished. At the 
same time, I am happy to find that the wishes of the people 
go no further, as far as I have an opportunity of learning 
their sentiments. Could arms be furnished, I think this state 
and North Carolina would embody from ten to fifteen thou- 
sand militia immediately, and more, if necessary. I hope 
ere long to be able to give you a more certain statement of 
the enemy% as well as our own situation.'* 

The legislature, becoming fully aware of their danger, 
adopted the most vigorous measures for the increase and 
support of the southern army. They conferred on the go- 
vernor new and extraordinary powers; and that officer 
exerted himself in every mode, which ingenuity could sug- 
gest, to ward off the approaching danger. 

While however all eyes were turned to the south, a sudden 
attack in another quarter was the more disastrous, as it was 
the less expected. 

Arnold, whose treachery seems to have increased the 
natural daring and recklessness of his temper, aware of the 
unprotected situation of Virginia on the sea board, formed a 
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p]9\n for an attack on that quarter. He set sail from New 
To|*k9 with sixteen hundred men, and supported by a number 
of krmed vessels, ascended James river, and landed about 
fif/een miles below Richmond. All the militia of the state, 
tl^at could be supplied with arms, had been already called 
out, and placed in the neighbourhood of Williamsburg, under 
the orders of general Nelson. This event seemed to leave 
the governor almost without resource; he saw the enemy, 
within a few miles of the capital of the state, which was en- 
tirely undefended ; he collected hastily about two hundred 
half armed militia, whom he placed under the command of 
baron Steuben, for the purpose of protecting the removal of 
the records and military stores across James river; he 
superintended their movements in person with the utmost 
zeal, courage, and prudence ; and he was seen coolly issuing 
his orders, until the enemy had actually entered the lower 
part of the town, and begun to flank it with their light 
horse. 

Although Arnold had thus succeeded in plundering and lay* 
ing waste the country, the governor determined, if possible, 
that the traitor should not escape with impunity ; he believed 
that a plan for hjs capture, prudently formed, and boldly ex- 
ecuted, would be attended with success; this scheme he ex- 
plains in a letter, written to general Muhlenberg, on th9 
thirty-first of January, as follows : 

" Sir, — Acquainted as you are with the treasons of Arnold, 
I need say nothing for your information, or to give you a 
proper sentiment of them. Tou will readily suppose that it 
is above all things desirable to drag him from those, under 
whose wing he is now sheltered. On his march to and from 
this place, I am certain it might have been done with facility, 
by men of enterprise and firmness. I think it may still be 
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donei though perhaps not quite so easily. Having peculiar 
confidence in the men from the western side of the mountains, 
I meanty as soon as they should c6me down, to get the enter- 
prise proposed to a chosen number of them, such whose cou- 
rage and whose fidelity would be above all doubt; Your 
perfect knowledge of those men personally, and my confidence 
in your discretion, iqduce me to ask you to pick from among 
them, proper characters, in such numbers as you think best^ 
to reveal to them our desire, and engage them to undertake to 
seize and bring ofi* this greatest of all traitors. Whether this 
may be best efiected by their going in as friends, and awaiting 
their opportunity, or otherwise^ is left to themselves. The 
smaller the number the better, so tha^ they may be sufficient to 
manage him. Every necessary cf^ntion must be used on their 
part, to prevent a disco very of their design by the enemy. I will 
undertake, if they are successful in bringing him oflT alive^ 
that they shall receive five thousand, guineas reward among 
them ; and to men formed for such an enterprise, it must be. 
a great incitement to know that their names will be recorded 
with glory in history, with those of Yanwert, Paulding and 
Williams. The enclosed order from Baron Steuben will au- 
thorize you to call for, and to dispose of any force you may 
think necessary to place in readiness, for covering the enter- 
prise and securing the retreat of the party. Mr. Newton, 
the bearer of this, and to whom its contents are communi- 
cated in confidence, will provide men of trusty to go as 
guides. These may be associated in the enterprise^ or not, 
as you please ; biat let the point be previously settled, that 
no difficulty may arise as to the parties entitled to participate 
in the reward. Tou know how necessary profound secrecy 
is in this business, even if it be not undertaken.'^ Men were 
found without difficulty, bold enough and ready to undertake 
Vol. IV.-Nn 
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this scheme ; but it was rendered unavailing by the cautious 
prudence of Arnold^ who avoided every exposure to such a 
danger. ' 

Frustrated in this plan, the governor turned his attention 
to another, on a bolder scale, in which he was to be aided by 
general Washington and the French fleet. The latter, then 
at Bhode Island, were to sail immediately for James river, to 
prevent the escape of the enemy by sea, while a large body of 
troops should be collected on shore,, for the purpose of block- 
ading them, and ultiinately compelling a surrender. On the 
eighth of March, Mr. Jefferson thus writes to the commander 
in chief: "We have made on our part, every preparation 
which we were able to make. Tlie militia proposed to ope- 
rate, will he upwards of four thousand from this state, and 
one thousand or twelve hundred from Carolina, said to be 
under general Gregory. The enemy are at this time, in a 
great measure, blockaded by land, there being a force on the 
east side of Elizabeth river. They suffer for provisions, as 
they are afraid to venture far, lest the French squadron 
should be in the neighbourhood, and come upon them. Were 
it possible to block up the river, a little time would suffice to 
reduce them by want and desertions ; and would be more 
sure in its event than any attempt by storm." The French 
fleet, however, encountered, on their arrival at the Chesa- 
peake a British squadron of equal, if not superior for^e, by 
whicl\ they were driven back ; by these means the plan was 
defeated, and Arnold again escaped. 

The disasters of Virginia, and the difficulties of the go- 
vernor, however, were not yet at an end. Arnold had 
scarcely left the coast, when Cornwallis entered the state on 
the southern frontier. Never was a country less prepared 
to repel invasion ; her troops had been drawn off to distant 
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quarters,, her resources had been exhausted to su|)ply otiier 
States, and she was alike destitute of military stores, and of . 
funds to obtain them. The whole burden of affairs, too, had 
been thrown on the governor; the legislature had hastily 
adjourned, on the invasion of Arnold in Janua^ry, to meet . 
again at Charlottesville on the twenty-fourth of May ; in the 
m^ean time he had^no resource, but to make the best of the 
means which providence had given him, and to depend on 
that good fortune which had already so often befriended his 
country, at moments the most gloomy and unpromisiifg. To 
resist invasion, the militia was his only force; and the resort 
even to this, was limited by the deficiency of arms. He used 
every effort, however, to increase its efficacy. When it 
was sent into the field, he called into service a number of 
officers who had resigned, or been thrown out of public em- 
ployment by reductions of continental regiments for want of 
men, and gave them. commands; an expedient, which, to- 
gether with the aid of the old soldiers scattered in the ranks, 
produced a sudden and highly useful ()egree of skill, dis- 
cipline, and subordination. Men were draughted for the 
regular regiments, and^considerable detachments of the 
militia were sent to the south, and a number of horses, essen- 
tially necessary, were rapidly obtained by an expedient of 
Mr. Jefferson's. Instead of using a mercenary agency, he 
wrote to an individual, generally a member of assembly, in 
each of the counties where they were to be had, to. purchase 
a specified number with the then expiring paper money. This 
expedient met with a success highly important to the common 
cause. Nor was it sufficient to protect his own state alone; 
aid was demanded for. the Carolinas, and this, though in- 
creasing the destitution and distress at home, was furnished 
to a very considerable extent. At length, however, exhi^usted 
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by he refforts to aid her sister states, almost stript of arms, 

.without money, and harassed on the east and^ on the west * 

with formidable invasions, Virginia appeared at last without 

i*esource« 

In this state of things, the twenty-fourth of May arrived, 
but it was not until the twenty-eighth that the legislature 
was formed at Charlottesville, to proceed to business. On 
that day the governor addressed the following letter to the 
commander in chief; the general view which it presents of 
the situation of the state, and the personal feelings of Mr* 
Jefferson, give it an importance, more than sufficient to com- 
pensate for its length. 

'' I have just been advised,'' he writes on the twenty-eighth 
of May, "that the British have evacuated Petersburg, been 
joined by a considerable re-enforcetnent from New York, and 
crossed James river at Westover. They were, on the twenty- 
sixth instant, three miles advanced towards Richmond, at 
which place major general, the Marquis Fayette, lay with 
three thousand men, regulars and militia; that being the 
whole number we could arm, until the arrival of the eleven 
hundred stand of arms from RhodMsland, which are about 
this time at the place where our public stores are deposited. 
The whole force of the enemy within this state, from the best 
intelligence I have been able to get, is, I think, about seven 
thousand men, including the garrison left at Portsmouth. A 
number of privateers, which are constantly ravaging the 
shores of our rivers, prevent us from receiving any aid from 
the counties lying on navigable waters ; and powerful opera- 
tions meditated against our western frontier, by a joint force 
of British and Indian savages, have, as your excellency be* 
fore knew, obliged us to embody between two and three 
thousand men in that quarter. Your excellency will judge 
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froiii this state of things, and from what you know of your 
own country, what it may probably suffer during the present 
campaign. Should the enemy be able to obtain no opportunity 
of annihilating the marquis's army, a small proportion of 
their force may yet restrain his movements effectually, while 
the greater part is employed in detachments to waste an un- 
armed country, and lead the minds of the people to acquiesce 
under those events, which they see no human power prepared 
to ward off. We are too far removed from the other scenes 
of war, to say whether the main force of the enemy be within 
thia state ; but I suppose they cannot any where spare so 
great an army for the operations of the field. Were it pos- 
sible for this circumstance to justify in your excellency, a 
determination to lend us your personal aid,, it is evident from 
the universal voice, that the presence of their beloved coun- 
tryman, whose talents have so long been successfully em- 
ployed in establishing the freedom of kindred states, to whose 
person they have still flattered themselves they retained some 
right, and have ever looked upon as their dernier resort in 
distress ; that your appearance among them, I say, would 
restore ftfU confidence of salvation, and would render them 
equal to whatever is not impossible. ^ I cannot undertake to 
foresee and obviate the difficulties which lie in the way of 
such a resolution* The whole subject is before you, of which 
I see only detached parts ; and your judgment will be formed 
on a view of the whole* Should the danger of the state, and 
its consequence to the union, be such as to render it best for 
the whole, that you should repair to its assistance, the diffi- 
culty would then be how to keep men out of the field. I have 
undertaken to hint this matter to your excellency, not only 
on my own sense of its importance to us, but at the soltcita* 
tion of many members of weight in our .legislature, which haa 
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not yet assembled to speak its own desires. A few days will 
bring to me that relief, which the constitution has prepared 
for those oppressed with the labours of my office; and a long 
declared resolution of relinquishing it to abler hands^ has 
prepared my way for retirement to a private station ; stilly 
as an individual, I should feel the comfortable effects of your 
presence, and have (what I thought could not have been) an 
additional motive for that gratitude, esteem, and respect 
which I have long felt for your excellency.*' 

On the second of June, the term for which Mr. ,fefferson 
had been elected expired, and he returned to the situation of 
a private citizen, after having conducted the affairs of his 
state, through a period of difficulty and danger, without any 
parallel in its preceding or subsequent history, and with a 
prudence atid energy that might have gained him more fame, 
had the times been less unpropitious, but which from that very 
reason have been and will be more appreciated and honoured, 
in succeeding times. 

Two days aftet* his retirement from the government, and 
when on his estate at Monticello, intelligence was suddenly 
brought that Tarleton, at the head of two hundred and fifty 
horse, had left the maip army for the purpose of surprising 
and capturing the members of assembly at Charlottesville* 
The house had just met, and was about to commence basi* 
ness, when the alarm was given ; they bad dci^rcely taken 
time to adjourn informally, to meet at Staunton on the 
seventh, when the enemy entered the village, in the confident 
expectation of an easy prey. The escape was indeed narrow, 
but no one was taken. In pursuing the legislature, however, 
the governor was not forgotten ; a troop of horse under a cap- 
tain M'Leod had been despatched to Monticello, fortunately 
with no better success^ The intelligence received at Char- 
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lottesville was soon conveyed thither^ the distance between 
the two places being very short Mr. Jefferson immediately 
ordered a carriage to be in readiness to carry off his family, 
who, however, breakfasted at leisure with some guests. Soon 
after breakfast, and when the visitors had left the house, a 
neighbour l*ode up in full speed, with the intelligence that a 
troop of horse was then ascending the hill. Mr. Jefferson 
now sent off his family, and after a short delay for some iur 
dispensable arrangements, mounted his horse, aiid taking a 
course through the woods, joined them at the house of a 
friend, where they dined. It would scarcely be believed by 
those not acquainted with the fact, that this flight of a single . 
and unarmed man from a troop of cavalry, whose whole 
legion, too, was within supporting distance, and whose main 
object was his capture, has been the subject of volumes of 
reproach, in prose and poetry, serious and sarcastic. 

In times of difficulty and danger, it is seldom that the ac- 
tions of the wisest and the best can escape without censure. 
Where they are not the marks of malevolence, they are yet 
dwelt on with morbid diistrust by the discontented and the 
timid ; they are contrasted by every speculative reasoner, 
with the fanciful schemes which his own imagination has 
suggested ; and if they do not chance to be crowned with 
unexpected success, the failure is attributed to intrinsic 
weakness, rather than to unavoidable accident In the pre- 
ceding pages of this memoir, a rapid, and indeed an insuffi- 
cient sketch has been recorded of the public acts. of Mr. Jef- 
ferson, during the singularly eventful period in which he 
was placed at the head of the government in Virginia. The 
truth of those facts may be relied on. From them, a reader 
of the present day, far removed from the bustle and feelings 
of the times, may form a calm judgment of the principles 
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and talents of the man, when placed in tliis station of unex- 
pected difficulty. There is little danger in asserting, that 
Such a judgment will be as favourable to the zeal and talents 
of the state$raan, as it will be honourable to the feelings and 
patriotism of the man. It "frould, therefore, seem almost 
useless to record imputed errors and unfounded charges 
with regard to him, which haye passed into oblivi6n hj the 
lapse of years, were it not in some degree a duty, not to 
pass unnoticed, events which, In their own day at least, ex- 
cited considerable attention. 

The meeting of the legislature at Staunton, was attended 
by several members who had not been present at Richmond, 
at the period of Arnold's incursion. One of these, Mr. 
George Nicholas, actuated, it is said, by no unkind feelings, 
yet it must be acknowledged with a patriotism somewhat 
too ardent, accused the late governor of great remissness in 
bis measures on that occasion, and moved for an inquiry 
relative to them. To this^ neither Mr. Jefferson nor his 
friends had the least objection, nor did they make the slight- 
est opposition. The ensuing session of the legislature, was 
the period fixed for the inve^stigation, but before it arrived^ 
Mr. Nicholas^ convincecl that the charges were unfounded, 
in the most honourable and candid manner declined the far- . 
ther prosecution of the affair. In the mean time, that. he 
might be placed on equal ground for meeting the inquiry, 
one of the representatives of his county resigned his sea^ 
and Mr. Jefferson was unanimously elected in his place. 
When the house assembled, no one appeared to bring forward 
the investigation ; he, however, rose in his place, and reca- 
pitulating the charges which had been made, stated in brief 
terms his own justification. His remarks were no sooner 
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concluded^ than the house passed unanimously the following 
resolution : 

*^ Resolved, That the sincere thanks of the general as* 
sembly^ be given to our former governor, Thomas Jefferson, 
for his impartial, upright, and attentive administration whilst 
in office. The assembly wish, in the strongest manner, to 
declare the high opinion they entertain of Mr. Jefferson's 
ability, rectitude, and integrity, as chief magistrate of 
this commonwealth, and mean, by thus publicly avowing 
their opinion, to obviate and to remove all unmerited cen- 
sure.** 

It is due to Mr. Nicholas to state, that in a publication 
some time afterwards, he made an honourable acknowledg- 
ment of the erroneous views he had entertained on the sub- 
ject. The same candour has not marked all the opponents 
of Mr. Jefferson ; but we are not, however, now to learn, 
that in the violence of politioal asperity, circumstances 
long proved, and generally acknowledged to be incorrect, 
are brought forward with no inconsiderable effrontery, 
and the mild and virtuous must be content to wait until 
time has swept a.way the fabrications and assertions of 
faction, and confirmed that which is founded in honesty and 
truth. 

Mr. Jefferson has already appeared before us, as a wri- 
ter of no ordinary talents ; but it has been in one point of 
view solely, that of a politician. Great as were his skill 
and knowledge as a statesman, and ^active as were his la- 
bours for the public good, we find him in the year 1781, 
snatching sufficient leisure, amid the tumult and confusion of 
politics and war, to compose a work devoted exclusively to 
science. M. !pe Marbois, the secretary of the French lega- 
tion in the United States, at the suggestion it is supposed of 
Vol. IV.— o 
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bis own court, proposed to Mr. Jefferson a number of ques* 
tions relative to the state of Yirginia, embracing a general 
view of its geography, natural productions, statistics, go- 
vernment, history, and laws* To these, Mr. JefiSsrson return- 
ed answers full of learning and research ; so much so^ that 
the gentleman to whom they were addressed, found it neces- 
sary to have a few copies printed in the French language, 
for the use exclusively, however, of his friends, among whom 
the work had excited great interest From one of these 
copies, a translation was surreptitiously made into English ; 
and this induced Mr. Jefferson at length, in the year ITST, 
to publish the work himself, under the simple title it still re- 
tains, of ^< Notes on Virginia.'* The principal charmsof this 
little volume, are the unpretending simplicity of its style, and 
the variety of its information. After a lapse of more than 
forty years, we are surprised ^t the slow advances we have 
made in the subjects of which it treats ; and when we reflect 
on the wild state of the country at that period, the compara- 
tively narrow bounds within which was contained all of civi- 
lization and knowledge^ we look with astonishment at the 
facts, that industry could thus accumulate. . Even if the 
length or nature of this memoir would permit it, it seems 
hardly necessary to analyze a work so generally known ; 
yet one might dwell with pleasure on many of the subjects 
which its pages embrace, and Snd in them a cheerful relief 
from the tedious uniformity of political history. The fanci- 
ful theories of Buffon, have met their refutation in the in- 
creasing intelligence of succeeding times — opinionum com- 
menta delet dies, naturse judicia confirmat ; yet one reads 
with satisfaction, if not with pleasure, the successful hut 
simple refutation of the greatest philosopher of his day, by a 
citizen of an almost unknown and despised country, who had 
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thrown aside for a moment^ the aword and the portfolio^ to 
amuse himself in the more congenial inTestigations of science. 
The refutation of absurdity, has often proved the mother of 
wisdom ; the wild visions of Fulmer, produced the match- 
less dissertations of Locke. In the interesting picture of 
Indian habits and manners ; the records of their untutored 
eloquence ; the vindication of their bravery, their generosity, 
and their virtue — in the delineation of the character, the 
fidelity, the kindly feelings of the enslaved negro race, whose 
champion he ever was, alike in the times of colonial subjec- 
tion, and of established freedom— in his investigations rela- 
tive to religious and political liberty — in his researches in 
science, philosophy, and antiquity, every reader will find a 
great deal to instruct and amuse. He will not perhaps re- 
gret, that he chose public life as the great theatre of his am- 
bition, but he will acknowledge, that his fame would pro- 
bably have been as greats in the more peaceful pursuits of 
science. 

^ About the close of the year 1782, Mr. Jefferson was ap- 
pointed a minister plenipotentiary, to join the commissioners 
in Europe, who were to determine on the conditions of a 
treaty of peace, which it was expected would soon be enter- 
ed into. In December he arrived at Philadelphia, in order 
to embark. Congress immediately ordered, that during his 
stay in that city, he should have full access to the archives of 
the government. 

The minister of France offered him the French frigate 
Romulus, which was then at Baltimore, fur his passage ; 
but, before the -ice would permit her to leave the port, 
intelligence was received that preliminaries of peace 
between the United States and Great Baitain had been 
signed. Mr. Jefferson wrote to congress from Baltimore, 
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to inquire whether the occasion of his services was not 
passed, and tbej, of course, dispensed with bis leaving 
America. 

On the sixth of June, 1783, Mr. Jefferson was again 
elected a delegate to congress, from the state of Virginia, 
but he did not take bis seat in that bodj until the fourth 
of November following. The part which he immediately 
acted, was of course a prominent one, and we find him at 
once engaged in i^U the principal measures that occupied 
the public attention. Early in December, letters were 
teceived from the commissioners in France, accompanied 
with the definitive treaty between the United States and 
Great Britain, which had been signed at Paris on the 
third of September. They were immediately referred to a 
committee, of which Mr. Jefferson was chairman. On the 
fourteenth of January, 1784, on the report of this committee, 
the treaty was unanimously ratified, thus putting an end to 
the eventful struggle between the two countries, and confirm- 
mg the independence which had already been gained. On 
the thirtieth of March he was elected chairman of congress, 
and chairman also of a grand committee, instructed to revise 
the institution of the treasury department, and report such 
alterations as they should deem expedient. This they did, in 
an able report on the fifth of April, embracing a general and 
comprehensive view of the finances of the country ; a sub- 
ject of infinite difficulty, and presenting obstacles which 
threatened to disturb the harmony of the union, to embarrass 
its councils, and obstruct its operations. 

About this period, an opportunity was offered to Mr. 
Jefferson, of expressing again, as he had already so fre* 
quently done, his earnest desire to provide for the emancipa- 
tion of the negroes, and the entire abolition of slavery in the 
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United States. Being appointed chairman of a committee^ • 
to which was assigned the task of forming a plan for the 
temporary government of the "Western Territory, he intro- 
duced into it the following clause: <^That after the year 
1800 of the Christian sera, there shall be neither slavery nor 
involuntary servitude in any of the said states, otherwise 
than in punishment of crimes, whereof the party shall have 
been convicted to have been personally guilty/^ When the 
report of the committee was presented to congress, these 
words were, however, struck out. 

^ On the seventh of May, congress resolved that a minister 
plenipotentiary should be appointed, in addition to Mr. 
Adams and Dr. Franklin, for the purpose of negotiating 
treaties of commerce. To this office Mr. Jefferson . was 
immediately elected, and orders were issued to the agent of 
marine, to provide suitable accommodations for his passage 
to Europe. 

In July, he sailed from the United States, and joined the 
other commissioners at Paris, in the following month. Full 
powers were given to them, to form alliances of amity and 
commerce with foreign states, and on the most liberal prin- 
ciples. In this useful design, they were occupied for a year, 
but not with the success that congress had anticipated ; they 
succeeded in their negotiations, only with the governments 
of Morocco and Prussia. The treaty with the latter power 
is so remarkable for some of the provisions it contains, that 
it may be looked upon as an experiment in diplomacy and 
national law. By it, blockades of every description were 
abolished, the flag covered the property, and contrabands 
were exempted from confiscation, though they might be em- 
ployed for the use of the captor, on payment of their full value. 
This, it is said, is the only convention ever made by Ame- 
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ticvLf in which the latter sUpiilation is introduced, nor is it 
known to exist in any other modern treaty. 

With Great Britain, also, a negotiation was attempted, bat 
without success. The treaty of the preceding year bad indeed 
dissolved for ever the bands by which the two countries were 
united, but the ties of consanguinity, religion, manners, and 
perhaps of interest, seemed to point out by nature, an alli- 
ance somewhat more intimate, than that which usually exists 
between independent states. It. was known too that soon 
after the preliminary articles of peace had been concluded^ 
Mr. Pitt, the young chancellor of the exchequer, with the 
liberal candour of youth, and a political sagacity not yet 
tinctured by natioTial selfishness, or absorbed by more en- 
grossing plans of infinitely less general utility, had intro- 
duced into the house of commons a bill for regulating the 
intercourse between the two nations, on principles of recipro- 
cal benefit, which would have gone far to establish between 
them lasting relations of peace and prosperity. It is true, 
a change in the administration had prevented the passage of 
this measure, but its advocates had since returned to power, 
and it was in itself so highly advantageous to both parties, 
tiiat the American commissioners deemed it expedient to at- 
tempt its renewal in the form of a commercial treaty. To 
effect this, Mr. Jefferson and Mr. Adams crossed over to 
London ; and so anxious were they to promote a cordial con- 
nexion between the two countries, that among the terms they 
proposed to offer, was a mutual exchange of naturalization 
to the citizens ami vessels of either nation, in every thing 
relating to commerce or commercial navigation. On reach- 
ing London, they were received by the government with 
great respect; but whether from some remains of hostile 
feeling and injured pride, or from the pressure of domestic 
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affairs, injured as they had been Iby a long and unsuccessful 
war ; or what is most probable, from a determination to sup- 
port the selfish regulations of the navigation system, from 
which she had been somewhat driven by the apprehension 
of injury to her commerce, in eonsequence of the revolution, 
but to which she joyfully returned on perceiving the weak- 
ness of the confederation, the discordant plans of the several 
states, and the interest she had succeeded in establishing ; 
firom one or all of these causes, for several years after the 
treaty of independence, Great Britain does not appear to 
have bestowed much attention on her intercourse with 
America. Every attempt to procure a conference was 
evaded, the period for which the general commission was 
issued, was on the eve of expiring, and after a fruitless 
visit of seven weeks to London, Mr. Jefferson returned to 
Ppis. 

/ On the tenth of March, ir85, Mr. Jefferson was unani- 
mously appointed by congress, to succeed Dr. Franklin as 
minister plenipotentiary at the court of Versailles ; and on 
the expiration of his commission in October, 178r, he was 
again elected to the same honourable situation. He remained 
in France until October, 1789. 

The eminent rank which Dr. Franklin had obtained as a 
philosopher, before he was appointed a commissioner to Paris, 
had in no small degree facilitated his introduction there, and 
greatly aided the success of his political mission ; that a man 
of such acknowledged distinction in science, should have 
been produced by these states, gave them a character be- 
yond that usually bestowed on the colonists of a remote 
and unknown country, and strongly contributed to bring 
them forward into the rank of nations. These features of 
Dr. Franklin's character, were eminently supported by Mr. 



296 JEFFERSON. 

Jeiferson^ and it was certainly no common circumstance, 
that at a time when the spirit of political and philosophical 
investigation, especially so far as it applied to the state of 
society, had made such rapid advances, and produced 
so many great men, a country scarcely yet heard of in 
Europe, should furnish such practical lessons in freedom 
and the assertion of liberty, and two men so fitted by their 
talents and the (congeniality of their dispositions, to mingle 
with the most distinguished statesmen and philosophers of 
the age. 

While Mi;. Jeiferson resided in France, he was engaged 
in many diplomatic negotiations of considerable importance 
to this country, though not of sufficient general interest, to 
require here a lengthened recital. The great questions 
which had so long occupied the public mind, were fitted to 
arrest the attention of the most thoughtless, affecting as they 
did, the poKcy of nations and the fate of empires ; but the 
details which arise out of the interpretation of treaties, or 
the measures which are necessary to increase their effect, 
and to remedy their deficiencies, are interesting only to him 
who studies the minute points of political history. These 
only were the objects, which could claim the attention of 
the minister to France, at this period ; they did not call forth 
any prominent display of his great and various talents, but 
they required no ordinary address, involved as they were by 
the skilful intrigues of such ministers as Yergennes and 
Calonne, and opposed, for the most part, by all the men of 
influence, who thought that their interests might be compro- 
mised or endangered. Among the principal benefits then 
obtained, and continued to the United States until the period 
of the French revolution, were the abolition of several mono- 
polies, and the free admission into France of tobacco, rice, 
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whale oily salted fish^ and flour; and of the two latter articles 
into the French West India islands. 

During the period of his ministry^ Mr. Jefferson took 
advantage of the leisure he occasionally enjoyed to make an 
excursion to Holland^ and another to Italy. Each offered 
a useful lesson to a philosopher and statesman^ the repre- 
sentative of a young and rising nation. The one displayed 
the successful efforts of patient industry, gradually removing 
the difficulties which nature had created and neglect increased. 
In the fair clime and fertile soil of the other, he saw that 
arbitrary power changes the field of plenty to a desert^ and 
that though the Italian might look round on the stupendous 
ruins which proclaimed at once the power and the freedom 
of his ancestors, he had inherited nothing of their lofty spirit, 
but was rather a stranger, wandering amid the «elics of 
foreign grandeur, than the descendant of a nation whose 
humblest citizens were mightier than kings. It was, how- 
ever, in the gaiety, the learning, the taste, elegance, and 
hospitality of Paris, that lie found pleasures most congenial 
to his disjposition. Years had passed away, loaded with 
public cares, since he had indulged in. those pursuits, which 
formed so favourite an occupation for his mind ; and now, 
placed at once in the midst of learning and elegance, admired 
for his genius, beloved for his modesty and kindness, received 
with open arms by the men whose names were most conspicu- 
ous for their talents and virtues, it will be readily believed, that 
he enjoyed the new scene around him with peculiar interest 
The Abbe Morrellet translated his little work on Yirginia, 
Condorcet and D'Alembert claimed him as their friend, and 
he was invited and welcomed among the literary institutions 
and circles of Paris. His letters, written at this time to his 
friends in America, display the versatility of his genius, and 
Vor. IV.— P p 
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the attention he constantly bestowed on whatever was calcu* 
lated to embellish or benefit society. Perhaps^ indeed, of 
his long and not unprosperous life, he would have fixed on 
this as the period of greatest enjoyment; as a statesman 
and patriot he was honoured, respected, and loved; of rank 
and fortune he had enough to supply his wants and gratify 
bis ambition ; in the prospect of the future there was little 
to add to his present happiness, while it was surrounded 
with the uncertainty which ever attends the most successful, 
in the careier of public life. 

It was while Mr. Jeiferson was in France, that the diffi- 
culties of this country 9 for want of a general government, 
were more and more felt; they were greatly increased by 
the failure of treaties abroad, which might have given a 
system tto our foreign relations, that could scarcely be ex- 
pected, while the states presented a social form so feebly 
connected; the federal constitution, therefore, had been framed 
from a general conviction of its necessity. But, however 
:Mr. Jefferson had contributed to impress this neccissity, and 
had communicated his ideas to his friends, he of 6ourse bad 
no personal share in its formation. That the structure of it 
would awaken his attention, there could be no doubt; and 
it appears, that his friends were early desirous in obtaining 
his views with regard to it In a late publication it is 
asserted, that so soon as 178T, he had expressed his senti- 
ments of it, in a letter to Mr. Madison ; that letter has not 
been published ; but it seems that soon after, Mr. Jefferson 
was written to by colonel Forrest of Georgetown, requesting 
his opinion of the new constitution, and that he sent to him, 
in reply, a copy or extract of his letter to Mr. Madison. 
As this has every appearance of authenticity, and certainly 
expresses Mr. Jefferson's sentiments on this interesting sub- 
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ject, far better than any abridgment of them would do, no 
' /apology is necessary for inserting it at length. 

^5 1 like much," he says, <* the general idea of framing a 
government which should go on «f itself peaceably, without 
needing continual recurrence to the state legislatures. I 
liice the organization of the government into legislative, 
judiciary, and executive. I like the power given the legisla- 
ture to levy taxes, and for that reason solely, I approve of 
flie greater house being chosen by the people directly : for 
though I think a house so chosen will be very far inferior to 
the present congress, will be very illy qualified to legislate 
for the Union, for foreign nations, &c. yet this evil does not 
weigh against the good of preserving inviolate the funda- 
mental principle, that the people are not to be taxed but by 
representatives chosen ^immediately by themselves. I am 
captivated by the compromise of the opposite claims of the 
great and little states, of the latter to equal, and the former 
to proportional influence. I am much pleased, too, with the 
substitution of the method of voting by persons instead of 
that of voting by states ; and I like the negative given to 
the executive conjointly with a third of either liouse, though 
I should have liked it better had the judiciary been associated 
for that purpose, or invested separately with a similar power. 
There are other good things of less moment. I will now 
tell you what I do not like. First, the omission of a bill of 
rights, providing clearly, and without^ the aid of sophisms, 
for freedom of religion, freedom of the press, protection 
against standing armies, restriction of monopolies, the eter- 
nal and unremitting force of the habeas corpus laws, and 
trials by jury in matters of fact, triable by the laws of the 
land, and not by the law of nations. To say, as Mr. Wilson 
does, that a bill of rights was not necessary, because all is 
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reserved in the case of the general government xvhich is not 
giyen^ while in the particular ones, all is given which is not 
reserved, might do for the audience to which it was address- 
edy but it is surely a gratis dictum, the reverse of which 
might just as well be said ; and it is opposed by strong in- 
ferences from the body of the instrument, as well as frdm the 
omission of the clause of our present confederation, which 
had made the reservation in express terms. It was hard to 
conclude, because there has bc^en a want of uniformity among 
the states as to the cases triable by jury, because some have 
been so incautious as to dispense with this mode of trial in 
certain cases ; therefore, the. more prudent states shall bo re- 
duced to the same level of calamity. It would have been 
much more just and wise to have concluded the ottier way, 
that, as most of the states bad preserved with jealousy this 
sacred paladium of liberty, those who had wandered should 
be brouglit back to it ; and to have established general right 
rather than general wrong. For I consider all the ill as 
established, which may be established. I have a right to 
nothing which another has a right to take away; and con- 
gress will h^ve a right to take away trials by jury in all civil 
cases. Let me add, that a bill of rights is what the people are 
entitled to against every government on earth, general or par- 
ticular; and what no just government should refuse, or rest 
on inferences. 

''The second feature I dislike, and strongly dislike, is the 
abandonment, in every instance, of the principle of rotation 
in office, and most particularly in the case of th^ president. 
Reason and experience tell us that the first magistrate will 
always be re-elected, if he may be re-elected. He is then an 
officer for life. This once observed, it becomes of so much 
consequence to certain nations to have a friend or a foe at 
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the head of our affairs, that they will interfere, with money 
and ^ith arms. A Galloman oi* an Angloman will be sup- 
ported by the nation he befriends. If once elected, and at a 
second or third election outvoted by one or two votes, he will 
pretend false votes, foul play, hold possession of the reins of 
government, be supported by the states voting for him, espe- 
cially if they be the central ones, lying ill a compact body 
themselves, anfd separating their opponents, and they will 
be aided by one nation in Europe, while the majority are 
aided, by another* The election of a president of America, 
some years hence, will be much more interesting to certain 
nations of Europe, than even the election of a king of Poland 
was. 

'* Reflect on all the instances in history, ancient and mo** 
dern, of elective monarchies, and say if they do not give foun- 
dation for my fears-^the Roman emperors, the popes, while 
they were of any importance, the German emperors, till 
they became hereditary in practice, the kings of Poland, th€ 
deys of the Ottoman dependencies. It may be said, that if 
elections are to be attended With these disorders, the sel- 
domer they are repeated, the better. But experience says, 
that, to free them from disorder, they must be rendered less 
interesting by a necessity of change. No foreign power, 
nor domestic party, will waste their blood and money to elect 
a person who must go out at the end of a short period. The 
power of removing every fourth year by the vote of the peo- 
ple, is a power which they will not exercise; and if they 
were disposed to exercise it, they would not be permitted. 
The king of Poland is removable every day by the diet, but 
they never remove him, nor would Russia, the emperor, &c. 
permit them to do it. Smaller objections are, the appeal on 
matters of fiict as well as law ; and the binding all persons, 
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legislative, exeeative, and judiciary, by oath to maintain 
that constitution. I do not pretend to decide what would be 
the best method of procuring the establishment of the mani- 
fold good things in this constitution, and getting rid of the 
bad ; whether by adopting it in hopes of future amendment ; 
or, after it shall have been duly weighed and canvassed by 
the people, after seeing the parts they generally dislike, and 
those they generally approve, to say to them, * we see now 
what you wish ; yoii are willing to give to your federal go- 
vernment sucli and such powers ; but you wish at the same 
time, to have suchand such fundamental rights secured to you, 
and certain sources of convulsion taken away; be it so; send 
together your deputies again, let them establish your funda- 
mental rights by a sacrosanct declaration, and let them pass the 
parts of the constitij;^on j^ou have approved. These will giv« 
powei*s.to your federal government sufficient for your happi- 
ness.' This is what might be said, and would probably produce 
a speedy, more perfect, and more permanent form of govern- 
ment. At all events, I hope you will not be discouraged from 
making other trials, if the present one should fail ; we are 
never permitted to despair of the commonwealth. 

"I have thus told you freely what I like and what I dislike, 
merely as matter of curiosity: for I know it is not in my 
power to offer matter of information to. your judgment, which 
has been formed after hearing and weighing every thing 
which the wisdom of man could offer on these subjects. I own 
I am not a friend to a very energetic government; it is al- 
ways oppressive; it places the governors indeed more at 
their ease, but at the expense of the people. The late rebel- 
lion in Massachusc^s has given more alarm than I think it 
should have done. \ Calculate that one rebellion in thirteen 
btates, in the course of eleven years, is but one for each stat^ 
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in a century, and a half. No country should be so long with* 
out one, nor will any degree of power in the hands of govern- 
ment prevent insurrections. In England^ where the hand of 
power is heavier than with us, there are seldom half a dozen 
years without an insurrection* In France, where it is still 
heavier, but less despotic, as Montesquieu supposes, than in 
some other countries, and where there are always two or^ 
three hundred thousand men ready to crush, insurrections, 
there have been three in the course of the tliree years I have 
been here, in every one of which greater numbei^ were en- 
gaged than in Massachusetts, and a great deal more blood 
was spilt. In Turkey, where the sole nod of the despot is 
death, insurrections are the events of every day* Compare 
again the ferocious depredations of their insurgents with the 
order, the moderation, and the almost s'^^f-extinguishmeat of 
oursy and say, finally, whether peace in best preserved by 
giving energy to the government^ or information to tiie 
people. This last is the mostcertain, and the m^st legitimate 
engine of government Educate and inform the whole mass 
of the people, enable them to see. that it is their interest to 
preserve peace and order, and they will preserve it ; and it 
requires no very high degree of education to convince them of 
this ; thej ave the only sure reliance for the preservation of 
v/ our liberty./ After all, it is my principle that the will of the 
majority should prevail. If they approve the proposed con-* 
stitution in all its parts, I shall concur in it cheerfully, in 
hopes they will amend it» whenever they shall find it works 
wrong. This reliance cannot deceive us^ as long as we re- 
main virtuous i and I think we shall be so, as long as agri** 
culture is our principal object, which will be liie case while 
there remain vacant lands in any part of America. liVlien 
we get piled upon one another in large cities^ as in JEluropei 
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we shall become corrupt as in Earope, and go to eating one 
another as they do there. I have tired you by this time with 
disquisitions which you have already heard repeated by others 
a thousand and a thousand times, and therefore shall only 
add the assurance of my esteem and attachment^' 

In the month of October, 1789, Mr. Jefferson obtained 
leave of absence for a short time» and returned to the United 
States. While he was abroad, the federal constitution, the 
formation of which we have mentioned^ and relative to which 
we have given his views, had been regularly ratified by the 
requisite number of states, general Washington had been 
raised unanimously to the presidential chair, and the new 
government had been successfully organized. In filling tiie 
executive offices, the president had, with that wisdom which 
marked all tiie acts of his public life, carefully selected those 
whose talents or previous employments, rendered them pecu- 
liarly fit for the duties of the stations to which they were 
appointed, ^fter his arrival from France, and while on his 
way to Virginia, Mr. Jefferson received a letter from the 
president, offering him the option of becoming secretary of 
state, or returning to France, as minister plenipotentiary to 
that court His feelings and his habits, alike urged him to 
the latter, but he could not» and did not refuse to acquiesce in 
the Very strong desire expressed by the president, that he 
would afford the aid of his talents to the administration at 
home. 

y Of all the offices under the government of the United States, 
there is no one, perhaps, which calls for the exercise of such 
various abilities, such extensive knowledge of laws and facts, 
such prompt decision on questions involving principles of the 
highest political import, as the department of state; and in 
proportion to the infancy of the office itself, and the new and 
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peculiar situation of the governmeRt, was the difflciilty of the 
task assumed by Mr. Jefferson. The subsequent events of 
his political life have been tinged by the hue of party, and 
perhaps the time has not surrived when we can view theto with 
strict impartiality^ and weigh the policy of his mea&ureSf 
without dwelling too much on circumstances merely tem* 
porary or local. But all unite in the candid acknowledgment, 
that the duties of this station were performed with a pru* 
dence^ intelligence^ and zeal, honourable to himself, and 
wieful to his country. In the intercourse with foreign na* 
tiotts, the Jaws of a strict neutrality, at a period of peculiar 
difficult, were maintained with unyielding firmness and 
consummate ability ; the dignity of the nation was remem- 
bered and, supported ; and the interests of the citizens were 
cherished and protected. At home, he turned his attention to 
objects of a minuter character, but of equal importance ; he 
laid before congress from time to time, reports on vailous 
branches of domestic policy, which displayed at once the 
extent and variety of bis gjBniusythe depth of bis information, 
and the zeal with which lie applied them both to^ the peculiar 
duties of his situation. It has been observed, that these 
papers evinee not only the feelings of a* patriot and the judg- 
ment of an aceomplisbed statesman, but display, at tile sain^ 
time> uncommon talents and knowledge as a mathematieian 
and' natural philosopher, the deepest research as an historian, 
and even an enlarged and intimate acquaintance with the 
business and concerns of a merchant. 

Mr. Jefferson had scarcely entered on his office, when 
congress referred to himr a subject whose nature and import- 
ance called for the exercise of a mature judginent, while its 
intricacy was. such, as to require in the investigation, mora 
than ordinary scientific knowledge. They dii*ected him to 
Vol. IV.— Q q 
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prepare and report a plan^ for establishing a uniform system 
of currency^ weights^ and measures. This was a subject 
which, it was admitted on all hands, demanded very serious 
attention. It had already attracted the notice of the must 
enlightened European nations; and a partial experiment y. 
one branch, that of the public currency, had been received 
throughout the United States, with general approbation and 
unexpected success. The established system of weiglits 
and measures, was alike inconvenient and absurjl^ l^ 
tlie ages of feudal ignorance, when the sallies of "pc^^tf* 
the dictates of unrestrained ambition, or the frt«ad been 
of each changing caprice, were all that a mf)!^|&4^ new 
as the foundation of his laws, it was at least not incon* 
si^tent, that the length of his arm or foot should regu* 
late the measures of the nation. But the necessities of 
modern commercial intercourse, seem to demand a scale 
more certain and convenient ; while the improvements of 
modern science, offered standards of unerring correctness 
and uniformity. The first object that presents itself ih such 
an inquiry, is the discovery of some measure of invariable 
length. For this purpose, Mr. Jefferson proposed to select a 
pendulum vibrating seconds ; and after answering the va- 
rious objections which may be made to such a standard, he 
submits to congress two alternative plans for its adc^ion. 
By the first, he proposes, that if, in the opinion of congress, 
the difficulty of changing the established habits of the nation, 
renders it expedient to retain the present weights and mea* 
sures, yet that they should be rendered uniformjand invari- 
able, by bringing them to the same invariable standard. 
Willi this view, he enters minutely into the details of the 
present system, its history, the remarkable coincidence to 
be discovered in some of its varieties, its useless inconsistent 
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cies, and the extreme ease^ and trifling variation^ with whicl\ 
it may be rendered uniform and stable. But^ in the second 
place, he proceeds to say, '^ if it be thought, that either now 
or at any future time, the citizens of the United States may 
be induced to undertake a thorough reformation of their 
whole system of measures^ weights, and coins, reducing 
every branch to the same decim^al ratio already established 
ii) their coins, and thus bringing the calculation of the prin- 
cipal affairs of life within the arithmetic of every man who 

^^m roq^^iply and divide plain numbers, greater changes will 

tions, the i;fey.»> 

difficultv^-.,iLc>nges he points out briefly and distinctly ; as be- 
ing such as are easy of introduction, and useful both to the 
citizens of our own and foreign countries. ^^ A gradual intro- 
duction,'' he concludes, '^ would lessen the inconveniences 
which might attend too sudden a substitution, even of an 
easier, for a more difficult system. After a given term, for 
instance, it miglit begin in the custom-houses, where the 
merchants would become familiarized to, it After a further 
term, it might be introduced into all legal proceedingei ; and 
merchants and traders in foreign commodities might be re- 
quired to use it in their dealings with one another. Aftef« a 
still further term, all other descriptions of peopld^imight re- 
ceive |t into common use. Too long a postponement, on the 
other hand, would increase the difficulties of its reception 
with the increase of our population." 

This valuable document is still before the country. A 
cautious deliberation, a natural attachment to long establish- 
ed usage, a deference to existing prejudices, perhaps the ac- 
knowledged difficulties in every system, have hitherto pre- 
vented any change in the existing laws ; but the subject has 
demanded; and so often received, during half a century, the 



308 JEFFERSON. 

attention of distinguished philosophers and enlightened 
statesmen, in this country, and in France, England, and 
Spain, that the hope does not appear altogether groundless^ 
of establishing by their mutual efforts, a grand, useful, ami 
general system. Whether this be the case or not, hawever/ 
we trust that the views of Mr. Jeiferson will never be Jjst 
sight of among his own countrymen, and that an imporfi^'<' 
improvement will not be relinquished, from a fear thcLC ttt^'^ 
habits are so firmly fixed as to preclude its intr : jji. 
The partial failure of a similar attempt in F4pji» ju"^^^"^* 
afibrd no argument against it ; the scheme wi'' *«re)f. i" f*^® 
the hasty plans of the revolutionary gove/noicittj' bleiided 
with others less necessary and judicious, precipitately 
adopted, and carelessly abandoned ; it was inttxMluced 
among a people brought up in the midst of ancient prejudi- 
ces, and comparatively ignorant and unenlightened, who still 
preserved the customs, and held in reverence many of the su- 
perstitions of their ancestors, and were naturally reluctant to 
adnut the improvements of science. Such, however, could not 
be the result, in a nation where reason and improvement 
hold the sway they do in the United States. Tl>e evident 
advantage of a new system, quickly wrought a change iu 
their currency, connected as it is so intimately with all ils 
relations of social intercourse, and had the provisions /)f tlie 
report which we have mentioned, been, at once adopted, 
it is not improbable that we should be now successfully 
enjoying all the benefits 6f a system founded in science. 

On the eighteenth of January, 1^91, Mr. Jeifersoa made a 
report, as secretary of state, on the subject of tonnage duties 
payable by France. Very soon after the meeting of the first 
congress, the same subject had been discussed in that b^dy, 
wltii considerable animation^ and an act had passed the 
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hmme of representatives, embracing a discrimitiatioYi in these 
duties highly farourable to France^ The prin<cipIo thus 
adopted, coincided with the genei*al sentiments of the nation, 
and appeared to be called for, not by this circumstance only, 
but by the strongest dictates of national gratitude, as well 
as those of sound policy. The discrimination, howe\'er, 
•'-« i rejected by the senate, a»d the house of representatives 
•'ere obliged reluctantly to yield. What it was thus deemed 
ind.>«i fimM to grant, even as a matter of favour or policy^ 
^Ui . iHjqi w Government demanded as a right, under the treaty 
rco-nly ai;o ^ .nmerce of 17^8. The demand was referred 
to Sir. Jerers< n^ by the president, and elicited from him the 
able report to which we have alluded. In this he clearly 
proved, that the article of the treaty on which the French 
government founded their claim, was evidently meant to ex* 
tend no further than to the exemption of the United States 
from a duty from which other favoured nations were also 
exempted, and that in return France could claim of our 
government, no greater advantages than favoured nations, 
also received from us. That if the article in question had a 
more extended relation, it applied reciprocally to each go* 
vernment, and would lead to the mutual abolition of duties, 
highly useful to both, and to consequences in which it was 
hardly conceivable, that either party could see its interest. 
But he appears to incline to the opinion, that if France per- 
sisted in claiming this exemption, there were extrinsic causes 
which might justify, and even render advisable, some relaxa- 
tion in her favour ; not on the grounds on which it was de- 
manded, but from the effect it would have on the finances, 
revenue, and commerce of our own country. This report, the 
president immediately submitted to the senate of the United 
States. 
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But the foreign relations of the country, were «ot the only 
subject^ on Mrhich the opinions of congress were divided, dur- 
ing the session of 1791. Tlie secretary of the treasury, ia 
introducing his celebrated system; of finance, had recom- 
mended the establishment of a national bank, as necessary to- 
its easy and prosperous administration. A bill, conforming 
to tlie plan he suggested, was sent down from the senate, and 
was permitted to proceed unmolested, in the house of repre- 
sentatives, to a third reading. On the final question, how- 
ever, a great, and it would seem an unexpected opposition 
was made to its passage ; and after a debate of considers^ ^e 
length, which was supported on both sides with ability, and 
with that ardour which was naturally excited by the import- 
ance attached by each party to the principle in contest, the 
question was put, and the bill carried in the affirmative by a 
majority of nineteen voices. 

The.point which had been agitated with so much zeal in 
the house of representatives, was examined not less delibe- 
rately by the executive. The advice of each minister, with 
his reasoning in support of it, was required in writing, and 
their arguments were considered by the president with all 
that attention which the magnitude of the question, and the 
interest taken in it by the opposing parties, so eminently 
required. 

The opinion of Mr. Jefierson, and it agreed with that of 
the attorney general, was decided. He believed that con- 
gress, in the passage of the bill, had clearly transcended the 
jwwers granted them by the constitution. That as a body, 
with limited authority, they were sti*ictly confined to the 
exercise of tliose powers which were granted to them, and 
that to their exercise, an establishment of such vast power 
and influence, was neither incidental nor necessary. That 
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even if a free interpretation of the constitution, seemed to 
authorize that which was no where expressly allowed, it was 
still better for those who were exerting merely a delegated 
power, to confine themselves within limits which ^ere well 
known, and where their power was universally acknow* 
ledged, than to assume as a right, what was at least consi- 
dered as doubtful, by a large and intelligent portion of their 
constituents. 

The views of the secretary of the treasury were equally 
decided, in favour of the establishment* The president, after 
receiving their opinions, weighing their reasons, and examin- 
ing the subject, deliberately made up bis mind in favour of 
, the constitutionality of the law, and gave it the sanction of 
his name. This circumstance, together with the renewal of 
the charter of the bank, at a subsequent period, may perhaps 
be considered sufficient, to settle the legality, as well as the 
policy^ of the. measure; yet none will regret that it was 
adopted with so much hesitation, and that it led to so seri- 
ous a discussion of the fundamental principles of our go- 
vernment. It was a matter of high importance, at that 
early period, when experience had afforded no lessons, when 
the remote effects and bearings of any act were unknown, 
and when the people were naturally and properly jealous 
of the slightest infringement of the rights they had reserved, 
. liiat nothing which could be consigned, even by the ignorant, 
into the unwarranted assumption of power, should be done 
without the utmost calmness, inquiry, and deliberation. 

On the first of February, 1791, Mr. Jefferson presented to 
the house of representatives, 'an elaborate and valuable re- ' 
port, on the subject of the cod and whale fisheries. Before 
the revolution, a large number of seamen, and a great amount 
of tonnage, were successfully employed in this trade ; but 
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during the war it had been almost annihilated^ and now re- 
quired tli0 immediate and efficient aid af the government to 
restore it.. It was too yalvable to be neglected. To a 
liiaritinm nation, its preservation was o£ vital and. acknow- 
ledged importances It afforded employment and subsister e 
to- the inhabitants of a sandy and rojcky district^ who had no re- 
source in agriculture'; by augmenting the quantity of food, it 
reduced the prices of all the necessaries of life, and thus im- 
proved the condition) of the; labouring classes^ especially oa 
tiiei sea. coast ; it was the.meaii» of rearing and supporting a 
Iiaiidy race of men, usefiil alike- iki extending and defending 
the commerce of liie oounti^y^ ass it afforded a sure. nursery of 
excellent seamen, both for tiie public vessdis, and liie rapidly 
increasing trade of the United. States ; an. object of immense 
importance^, when the scarcity of labour, and the readiness 
with which employment could be found, in less arduous pur^ 
suits, were taken into view. Impressed with, these: conside- 
rations, congress very early determined to give the subject 
that investigation, which its importance demanded. The 
report of Mr. Jefferson was accordingly made. In it he en^ 
t^rs'with sufficient minuteness, into an historioal view of the 
rise and progress of the trad^ both among ourselves and 
foreign nations; he points out distinctly the facilities afford- 
ed by our situation, the cheapness and excellence of our . 
vessels, and the superiority of our mariners; the disadvan«- 
tages under which we labour^ from the prohibitoi7> policy of 
other nations, and the means they have used, directly and 
indirectly, to destroy our trade ; and: concludes with recom- 
mending tO'Congress, the adoption of such measures as he 
conceives sufficient to restore the confidence and energy of 
those engaged in it, to defeat the efforts of foreign govern* 
ments, and open new markets for our enterprise. The 
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utility of these measures was acknowledged, and the adop- 
tion of this policy has secured to us a branch of trade 
and domestic enterprise, wliich cannot be too highly appre- 
ciated. 

Towards the close of this year, 1791, Mr. Jefferson be- 
came involved in a discussion with Mr. Hammond, the 
British minister, of considerable length and importance. 
It arose, in the first instance, out of the provisions in the 
original treaty of peace, between the United States and 
Great Britain. Soon after the termination of the war, each 
party had charged the other with a violation of its engage- 
ments. The charge could not be entirely controverted by 
either. At length, however, the opening of a diplomatic 
intercourse, by the reception of Mr. Hammond and the 
appointment of Mr. Finckney, seemed to afford a proper 
opportunity for bringing these differences to a close, and for 
fixing the principles, which might serve as the basis of a de- 
finitive commercial arrangement between the two countries. 
Accordingly, soon after the arrival of the British minister, 
Mr. Jefferson called his attention to the seventh article of 
the treaty, which contained stipulations against carrying 
away negroes or destroying any American property, and 
secured the removal or evacuation by the British forces of 
all posts within the limits of the United States. To this 
^letter Mr. Hammond promptly replied, that his government 
had only been induced to suspend the execution of that 
article, by the non-compliance of the United States with the 
engagements they had made, in the same treaty, to secure 
the payment of debts justly due to British creditors, and to 
stop all confiscations and prosecutions against British sub- 
jects. This was followed' on both sides, by an exposition of 
the various circumstances relied on to support the grounds 
Vol. IV.-«R r 
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that had been respectirely assumed ; and while on the one 
hand, the refusal to evacuate the military stations was ac- 
knowledged, it cannot on the other be denied, that the terms 
of the treaty did not appear, in several important instances, 
to have been strictly complied with. T6 account for this, 
Mr. Jefferson, on the- twenty-second of May, addressed to 
Mr. Hammond a long and circumstantial letter. Placing 
out of view, all the acts which had occurred during the war, 
as recollections equally unprofitable and unconciliatory, and, 
to use his own language, dropping for ever the curtain on 
that tragedy, he proceeds to show, and with no little success, 
that the acts complained of by the British government, were 
no infraction of the treaty ; that on the subject of exile and 
confiscation, congress only could and did stipulate, to re- 
commend it to the individual states, and that the stipu* 
lation was so understood by both parties, nor was it 
indeed denied that the recommendation bad been earnestly 
and faithfully made;' that the British infractions had pre- 
cededj and thereby produced, the acts complained of, as 
obstacles to the recovery of the debts, thus justifying, on our 
part, a resort to retaliatory measures ; but that even thos« 
acts, being the proceedings of individual states, were con- 
trolled by the treaty, and! that anxious, not even to leave 
the shadow of doubt, they had already been repealed, in 
every state of the Union but one. That the claim set up by 
the British creditors for interest during the war, was not 
given by the treaty, was not generally allowed in other 
countries, and was fairly a subject that should be left to the 
decision of the legal tribunals, without imputing to them 
palpable wrong, or making it a pretence for not executing 
the treaty. "These things,'' concludes Mr. Jefferson^ 
^' being evident^ I cannot but flatter myseli^ after the assu*^ 
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ranees received from you of his Britannic Majesty's desire to 
remove every occasion of misunderstanding fram between 
us, that an end will now be put to the disquieting situation of 
the two countries, by as complete execution of the treaty as 
circumstances render practicable at this late day. That it is 
to be done so late, has been the source of heavy losses of 
blood and treasure to the United States, ^till our desire of 
friendly accommodation is, and has been constant These 
difficulties beirg removed from between the two nations, I 
am persuaded the interests of both will be found in the strict* 
est friendship. The considerations which le&d to it, are too 
numerous and forcible to fail of their effect ; and that they 
may, be permitted to have their full effect, no one wishes 
more sincerely than myself.** To this letter no reply was 
ever received ; and although the subject was from time to 
time renewed, it seems to have been attended with no other 
result, than confirming each party in its original impres*^ 
sions. The whole controversy was finally merged in the 
more important differences which afterwards arose between 
the two countries, and was incorporated at length in the 
definitive negotiations which terminated in the treaty of 
1794. 

Nor was Great Britain the only country, with which th(p 
United States were, about this' time, involved in a contro* 
versy of much delicacy and importance. As early as the 
revolutionary war, the Spanish government appears to havt 
cotitemplatedi with considerable apprehension, the probable 
future strength of the new republic, and to have strongly 
desired to restrain it, within the most confined limits, towards 
the soutb and west. After the conclusion of the war, at* 
tempts to form a treaty liad been repeatedly made, but with- 
out any advance towards an agreement, on the point of differ^ 
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ence between the two cotuntries. These points were chiefly^ 
the settlement of our boundaries, the exclusion of our citizens 
from navigating the Mississippi below our southern limits, the 
interference with the neighbouring Indian tribes, the restitu- 
tion of property carried away, the surrender of fugitives from 
justice escaping within the territories of each other, and the 
arrangement of the general principles of a commercial treaty. 
About the close of the year 1791, however, Mr. Jefferson 
reported to the president, that the Spanish government, ap- 
prised of our solicitude to have some arrangement made, 
respecting the free navigation of the Mississippi, were ready 
to enter into a treaty on, the subject at Madrid. This, it 
was true, referred merely to one of the matters then unset- 
tled, but it was of too much importance to be neglected; 
and accordingly commissioners were appointed, without de- 
lay, to proceed to Spain, .and their powers were extended 
to include the other arrangements, which it was desired 
should be made between the two countries. In the spring 
of 1792, Mr. Jefferson drew up his observations on the seve- 
ral subjects of negotiation, to be communicated by way of 
instruction to the two commissioners. As the negotiation 
itself, was one of the most difficult, intricate, and vexatious 
in which the government has ever been engaged, so are these 
documents among the most important and valuable, that have 
arisen out of our relations with foreign powers. In the first 
place, the absurdity of a claim set up by Spain to possessions 
within the state of Georgia, founded on her having rescued 
them by force from the British during the war, is clearly 
established ; and it is shown, that the boundary between the 
possessions of the two countries, must rest as it had been 
fixed by former treaties. The next and most important sub- 
ject, the navigation of the Mississippi, is treated more in de- 
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tail. Our right to.use that river, from its source to where 
our southern boundary touched it, was not denied ; it was 
only from that point downward, that the exclusive navigation 
was claimed by Spain. Our right to participate in it, how*^ 
ever, Mr. Jeflferson contended, was established at once by 
former treaties, and by the law of nature and nations. By 
the treaty of 1763, the right of navigating the river in its 
whole length and breadth, from its source to sea, was cx^- 
pressly secured to all, at that time, the subjects of Great 
Britain. By the treaty of 1782, this common right was 
confirmed to the United States, by the only power who could 
pretend to claim against them, founded on the state of war. 
By tlie law of nature and nations, he remarks, if we appeal 
to it as we feel it written on the heart of man, what senti« 
mint is written in deeper characters than tliat the ocean is 
free to all men, and their rivers to all their inhabitants? Is 
there a man, savage or civilized, unbiassed by habit, who 
doe§ not feel and attest this truth? Accordingly, in all tracts 
of country united under the same political society, we find 
this natural right universally acknowledged and protected, 
by laying the navigable rivers open to all their inhabitants. 
When their rivers enter the limits of another society, if the 
right of the upper inhabitants to descend the stream Is in 
any case obstructed, it is an act of force by a stronger society 
against a weaker, condemned by the judgment of mankind* 
If we appeal to the law of nature and nations, as expressed 
by writers on the subject, it is agreed by them, that were the 
river, where it passes between Florida and Louisiana, the 
exclusive right of Spain, still an innocent passage along it is 
a natural right in those inhabiting its borders above. It 
would indeed be what those writers call an imperfect rights 
because the modification of its exercise depends, in a con- 
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siderable degree, on the conveniency of* the nation through 
which they are to pass. But it Is still aright as real as any 
other right, however well ^lefined ; and were it to be rerused, 
or to be so shackled by regulations not necessary for the 
peace or safety of its inhabitants, as to render its use im- 
practicable to us^ it would then be an injury, of which we 
should be entitled to demand redress. This right of naviga* 
tion, therefore, as well as that of mooring vessels to its shores, 
of landing on them in case of distress, or for other necessary 
purposes, is established and supported, at considerable length, 
and with great learning and intelligence. 

As the basis of a commercial treaty, Mr. Jefferson pro* 
posed to exchange, between the two countries, the rights of 
native citizens, or the privileges mutually granted to the 
most favoured nations. With respect to fugitives, he stated 
it as his opinion, that by the law of nature, no nation has a 
right to punish a person who has not offended itself; but that 
murder was a crime so atrocious and imminently dangerous 
to society, as to justify a denial of habitation, arrest, and de- 
livery ; carefully restraining it, however,, to homigide of 
malice prepense, and not of the nature of treason. Treason, 
he observed, when real, merits the highest punishment 
But most codes extend their definitions of treason to acts 
not really against one's country. They do not distinguish 
between acts against the government, and acts against the 
oppressions of the government. The latter are virtues, yet 
have furnished more victims to the executioner than the for- 
mer I because real treasons are rare, oppressions frequent. 
The unsuccessful strugglers against tyranny, have been the 
chief martyrs of ti*easOn laws in all countries. We should 
not wilsh, therefore, to give up to the executioner the patriot 
who fails and flees to us ; and treasons, on the whole, taking 
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(he simulated with the real, are sufficiently punished by 
exile. Crimes against property^ and flights from debts, are 
not of such a nature, as to authorize the delivery of the 
offender: they may be punished in the tribunals of the nation 
where he is found ; and these tribunals, it ouglit to be stipu- 
lated, shall be open tb the claimant from a neighbouring 
. nation, in like manner as they are open to their own citizens. 
On the remaining subject of controversy, the interfe- 
rence with the • neighbouring Indians, such had been the 
perverse conduct of the Spanish government, that it became 
necessary to addressu them directly^ in the most decided 
terms. "We love and we value peace,^ observes Mr. 
Jefferson ; ^^ we know its blessings from experience; unmed- 
dling with the affairs of other nations, we had hoped that our 
distance and our dispositions, would have left us free, in the 
example and indulgence of peace with all the world. We 
had with sincere and particular dispositions, courted and 
cultivated the friendship of Spain. Cherishing the same 
sentiments, we have chosen to ascribe the unfriendly insinua* 
tions of the Spanish commissioners, in their intercourse with 
the government of the United Sjlates, to the peculiar character 
of the writers, and to remove the cause from them to their 
sovereign, in whose justice and love of peace we have confi- 
dehce. If we are disappointed in this appeal, if we are to be 
forced into a contrary order of things, our mind is made up> 
we shall meet it with firmness. The necessity of our posi- 
tion will supersede all appeal to calculation now, as it has 
done heretofore. We confide in our own strength, without 
boasting of it: we respect tliat of others, without fearing it. 
If Spain chooses to consider our self-defence against savage 
butchery as a cause of war to her, we must meet her also 
in war, with regret but without fear ; and we shall be hap- 
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pier, to the last moment, to repair with her to the tribunal of 
peace and reason." 

The importance of these various objects of negotiation, will 
not be denied ; it appears to have been equally the interest 
of each nation, that they should at least be placed on some 
definite footing. The Spanish government, Iwwever, beheld 
with dread any measure wliich would extend the limits of 
the United States, or confirm to them privileges on the 
frontier, to which their claim was even doubtful. All the 
efforts of Mr. Jefferson were in vain j the negotiation was 
protracted by artificial delays, and it was not until some 
years after, when embarrassed by an unsuccessful war, and 
perhaps conscious of her own increasing weakness, and the 
rising power of the republic, that Spain reluctantly con- 
sented to accede to a few of the propositions, which had been 
so often and so zealously urged by the United States. It 
finally remained, howeyer, for the distinguished states- 
man who now presides over the republic, to complete, 
in our own day, with honour and success, the task which 
had been commenced so long before, by his illustrious pre- 
decessor. 

In the spring of the year 1793, a negotiation was begun,* 
arising out of circumstances, more directly affecting the 
present and future situation, and involving the political riglits 
of the United States, than any that had occurred since the 
formation of the constitution. It was the question ot her 
neutral policy and rights. Early in April, the declaration 
of war made by France against Great Britain and Holland, 
reached America. Scarcely was this event known, before in- 
dications were given in some of the seaports, of a disposition to 
engage in the unlawful business of privateering on the com- 
merce of the belligerent powers. The subject was too interest- 
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ing and important^ to be treated either, with precipitation or 
neglect; andy on the nineteenth of Aprils the heads of depart- 
ment and the attorney general met at the president's house^ to 
consult with him on the n^easnres which the occasion demanded. 
Every feeling of syinpathy, generosity, and gratitude was 
enlisted in the cause of France; she was boldly stroggling' 
against the leagued nations of Europe, for the preservation 
of her natural and domestic rights, from foreign aggressio'n ; 
she was endi^youring to obtain, for her own oppressed peo^ 
pie, those liberties, laws> and institutions, which she had 
generously aided us in maintaining^ and if, in the excess of 
popular frenzy, or under the instigation of ambitious and 
unprincipled leaders, the. bounds of propriety, or of moral 
right, were sometimes past, it; was to be attributed to long 
ages of ignorance and oppression, to the unrestrained exult- 
ation of anew and almost unexpected freedom, not held up 
as the justification of foreign invasion, or the excuse for illi- 
beral conduct and violated treaties. Such feelings were ialike 
honourable and correct; they were the general and sponta- 
neous feelings of the American people.- Yet it was the 
anxious desire of the administration, that even while this 
fi^eling was indulged, nothing should be don& to destroy that 
relation to foreign powers^ which was deemed most beneficial 
to our interests and happiness ; that policy which has since 
been so emphatically confirmed, of preserving peace, com- 
merce, and friendship with all nations, and forming en- 
tangling alliances with none. The president, therefore, sub- 
mitted to his council a proclamation, forbidding the citizens 
of the United States to take part in any hostilities on the 
seas with, or against, any of the belligerent powers ; warn- 
ing them against carrying to any of those powers, articles 
deemed contraband according to the modern usages of nations, 
Vol. IV.— S s 
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and enjoiatng them from all acts inconsistent with the duties 
ot a friendly nation towards those at war. The adoption of 
this proclamation was unanimously advised^ and it was ac- 
cordingly issued on the twenty-second of April. 

The next jioint submitted by the president, was the pro- 
priety of receiving a minister from the French republic ; this 
be was advised to do with equal unanimity. But it was at 
the same time suggested, by some members of the adminis- 
tration, that from the tui'bulence and fury which bad marked 
the late proceedings in France, from their doubts whether 
the present possessors ha^ not obtained it by Unjustifiable 
violence, and from the danger they apprehended to the 
United States, from too close a connexion with the new re- 
public, it was expedient, while we gave its minister an un- 
qualified reception, candidly to apprise him, that we should 
reserve for future discussion, the question, whether the opera- 
tion of our treaties, ought not to be deemed temporarily or pro- 
visionally suspended. This extraordinary doctrine, not less 
needless than illiberal, was deqid^dly opposed by Mr. Jeffer- 
son, who al once expressed his opinion, that no cause existed 
for departing in the present instance from the usual mode of 
acting on such occasions. The revolution in France, he coiv* 
ceived, had produced no change in the relations between the 
two nations ; the obligations created by pre-existing treaties 
remained the same ; and there was nothing in the alteration 
of government, or in the character of the war, which could 
impair the right of France to demand, or weaken the duty 
of the United States faithfully to comply vnth the engage- 
ments which had been solemnly foroied. Iii this opinion the 
president concurred ; and determined to receive the minister 
of the republic, without qualifying that act by any explana- 
tions. 
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The principles thus establlsfhecl, were called into immedi- 
ate operation. The citizen Genets a gentleman of consider- 
able tal^ntsy but of a temper naturally ardent, and particu- 
larly excited by the passions and politics of the day, arrived 
just at this time in Charleston, as kninister from France. He 
' was welcomed by the people with unbounded, and not unna- 
tural enthusiasm, as the first representative of a new republic, 
and the ambassador of an old and generous ally. From the 
publications of that period, his progress through the country 
seems rather to have been a triumphal procession, than tho 
journey of an unknown stranger, and in the failure of his 
subsequent measures, he could look only to their impropriety 
and his ewh intemperance or imprudence. Either distrust- 
ing the concurrence of the American government, or too ar- 
dent to wait for it, in a few days after his landing in 
Charleston, he undertook to authorize the fitting and arming 
of vessels in that port, enlisting men, and giving commissions 
to cruise and commit hostilities on nations, with which the 
United States were at pe^ce. These proceedings of course 
produced immediate complaints, and before the arrival of the 
ambassador at the seat of government, before he was accre- 
€ited as a minister, a long catalogue of grievances committed 
by hinii had been made to the president. Mr. Jefierson im- 
mediately addressed a letter to Mr. Terhan, the French 
minister, residing at Philadelphia. In it he candidly stated 
the determination of the government, and expressed his sur- 
prise at the assumption of jurisdiction by an officer of- a 
foreign power, in cases which had not been permitted by the 
. nation, within whose limits it had been exercised. 

Mr. Genet arrived in Philadelphia on the following day,; 
audi from that period a correspondence commenced, which 
was continued without interruption as long as Mr. Jeflferson 



324 JEFFliRSON 

occupied the department of state. The letters of Mr. Jeffer- 
son take up, in succession, the different assertions which were 
made^ and views whidi were entertained by the iE'rench mi- 
nistry, answering and refuting them, always with success, and 
frequently with singular happiness and ingenuity. The lan- 
guage and conduct he had used in his int^course with the 
American government, and tl>e unwarrantable expressions in 
which he had indulged, when speaking of the illustrious man 
at its head, were treated witli the indignation and contempt 
tliey merited. The spirit of friendship for the nation Was 
citrefuUy preserved, while the unauthorized aggressions of 
its agent were resisted, and his insinuations repelled and 
denied. This correspondence, indeed, forma. one of the most 
important features in the history of the United Statei^ as it is 
the foundation of a policy, which it has been the invariable 
aim of the government, siiice that .period, to follow ; and it 
contains nearly all the important principles, in the ponduct 
of a neutral nation, which have since been more fully deve« 
loped and supported. . 

Mr. Jefferson's participation in the government was now 
drawing to a close. As his last important official act, in 
pursuance of a resolution passed some time before, he prc# 
sen ted to congress, on ^ the sixteenth of December, 1 793, a 
report on the nature and extent of the privileges and restric- 
tions of the commercial intercourse of the United States 
with foreign nations, and the measures which he thought 
proper to be adopted for the improvement of their commerce 
and navigation. 

In this report, which has been ever considered as one of. 
great importance, he enumerates in the first place, the articles 
of export, with their value to the several nations with whom 
we have carried on a commercial intercourse. He then pro- 
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ceeds to point out minutely, the various restHctions which 
they have placed on that intercourse, and calls the attention 
of congress to the best modes of removing, modifying, Or 
counteracting them. Tfhese he states to be twofold : first, by 
friendly arrangements with the several nations with whom 
these restrictions exist: or, secondly, by separate legislative 
acts for countervailing their effects. 

He gave adecided preference to friendly arrangements. 
Instead of embarrassing commerce under piles of regulating, 
laws, dutiies, andprohibitions, he thought it was desirable 
that it should be relieved from, all its shackles in all parts of 
the world. If even a single nation wpuld unite with the 
United States in this system of free commerce, he deemed it 
advisable to begin it with that nation ;. while, with regard to 
such as supposed, contrary to the wishes of iJmerica, that it 
was more advantageous to continue a system of prohibitions, 
duties, ^nd regulations, it would behove the United States to 
protect their citizens, thdr commerce, and navigation, by 
counter prohibitions,, duties, and regulations also. These 
views are then pursued at considerable length, the protection 
of our navigation strenuously recommended, the principles of 
national reciprocity pointed out and enforced, and the neces- 
sity, or at least the propriety advocated, should these prin- 
ciples be neglected, of establishing regulations and prohibi- 
tions coextensive with those experienced by the United States, 
but finally indulging the hope that friendly arrangements may 
be made, equally beneficial to all commercial nations. 

This report gave rise to one of the longest and most inte- 
resting discussions, which has ever agitated the national 
legislature. It was the foundation of a series of resolutions, 
proposed by Mr. Madison> sanctioning the views it embraced. 
These resolutions became the subject of ardent debate; in 
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their consideration^ many extrinsic ^[uestions of general poli- 
tics were introduced; and the past and futare policy of the 
country^ the course to be adopted amid the conflicts of 
Europe^ the aggressions on our commerce, the means and 
the necessity of retaliation, were, all warmly discussed. It 
was ascertained that there was a majority in favour of their 
passage, but from reasons which were not fully explained, a 
determination upon them was never pressed. ' It appears, 
* indeed, most likely, that their advocates found the majority 
evidently decreasing, under the influence of considerations 
made to bear against them ; particularly the alarm of war, as 
likely to be the result of their adoption. A final rejection, there- 
fore, being feared, it wajs, probably, thought best not to push 
them at that issue^ which might strengthen the idea abroad, 
that no countervailing policy was to be apprehended, and 
weaken, at the^ame time, the republican party at home. 

As this measure was the last official act of Mr. Jefferson, 
so it may be considered as that, which finally arrayed the 
statesmen of the nation underJBiB banners of two great po- 
litical parties, which heivejmce existed, and placed him at 
the head of those, who, as advocates of the systeni he pro- 
posed, were for some years in a minority of the legislature. 
Connected with his previous acts, it also subjected him not 
only to personal reproach, but to many charges, as an unwise 
politician, whose plans were calculated to injure the com- 
merce of his country ,^ and invQlve it in a foreign war. To 
this, however, it might be properly replied, that it was but 
the continuation of a system adopted immediately after the 
close of tiie revolutionary war, and to enforce which, had 
been the prominent object of the convention that terminated 
in the formation of the federal constitution; that our own 
maritime rights and commercial prosperity could be main- 
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tained onljr by a proper discrimination in our intercourse 
with foreign nations; and^ that it was directed solely against 
those countries who refused to enter into treaties with us^ 
and whoy of course^ could han^e no colour of complain^ 
after 9uch refusal. In the measure itselfj, therefore, there 
was nothing opposed to the well settled policy of the United 
States, and still less, any thing which could afford eyen a 
plausible pretext for war. It wa9, indeed, notorious, that 
they who were in favour of it^ could not be suspected of 
maintaining political principles less opposed i» war than 
their opponents; they were of the party which professed to 
adhere with most scruple, to the peculiar characteristics of a 
republican government, in defining the language, and settling 
the extent of the constitution, in adjusting public ceremonial?, 
and in marking out the course of the administration; and 
tiiey had always resisted with the greatest zeal, every thing 
which' tended to confer discretionary power in the executive 
departments, or to increase the public debts and taxes. To 
war, therefore^ which was the readiest way to produce all 
these evils, they must have been averse ; and it was by OQieiEUis 
of the system they proposed, a system which aimed at the 
assertion and preservation of our rights by peaceful opera- 
tions against the commerce and resources of those who un- 
justly infringed them, that they hoped to attain objects, which, 
however valuable, would h^ye been dearly purchased at the 
risk of war. 
. It is Bot^ however, our intention, as we have already 
avowed, to involve the reader in the party discussions of 
those times ; yet to him who is desirous of obtaining a clear 
and more extended view of the principles on which Mr. Jef- 
ferson and his friends acted, in bringing forward the system 
to which we have alluded^ we cannot avoid mentioning the 
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^* Political Observations" published at the time, and attri- 
buted to the pen of him \fho offered the resolutions in congress* 
They exhibit briefly, but with uncommon candour, clearness, 
and energy, the causes and principles on which they were 
founded, and the ends they had in. view; and at the same 
time they present an able sketch of the immediate objects, 
with which the first id^a of a. federative government was 
adopted; the coarse pursued in its early administratioti ; 
and the reasons that induced a large party to dissent from 
the measures of the existing government, stripped of the 
imputations, assigned by heat or malevolence at the time. 

On the. tiiirty-first of December, 1793, Mr. Jeffersion re- 
signed the office of secretary of state, and retired oiice more 
to private life. The sketch we have given of the duties he 
performed while he held it, will show with what advahtsige 
to his country he had assisted in the administration of its 
government ; the firmness and dignity with which he had 
supported its rights, and vindicated its character . towards 
foreign nations ; and his zeal and industry in promoting its 
domestic interests. But the times had now become full of 
danger and uncertainty; at home tt^e government, new alike 
in its principles and conduct, was assailed by unestpected and 
extraordinary difficulties, before its own organization was 
perfected, or it had received the benefit of experience ; and 
abroad, an eventful struggle bad arisen, which was overthrow, 
ing the strong holds of; religious and political error, but un- 
happily carrying with them much that. humanity lamented, 
and wisdom would have saved. At such a time, a wide scope 
for opinion was opened, in which the best and wisest might 
essentially differ, and Mr. Jefferson^ us the reader will have 
already perceived, found himself a member of an adtninis- 
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tration, where views difiFepent from his own appeared to pre- 
dominate, while those which he entertained seemed to be 
approved of by a large proportion of hi3 countrymen. In 
the diversity of sentiment which thus occurred, he viewed 
with dread every measure that he thought calculated to lessen 
the influence of the people at home ; he looked, too, with ex- 
ultation on the rising liberties of a nation, which had so re- 
cently assisted our struggles for freedom, and was now so 
deeply engaged in maintaining its own ; and with avowed 
distrust on too close an alliance with a country, from which 
we had so lately separated ourselves. These feelings were 
perhaps to a considerable extent those of the people of the 
United States generally, but in the mode of acting upon them, 
there existed a great difference of sentiment among the poli- 
tical leaders* 

At the present day, when the heat of prejudice and party^ 
has subsided, no one will attribute to those who tlius differed 
from Mr. Jefferson, views which were intentionally inimical 
to the interests or prosperity of their country ; but without 
1510 doing, it may be asserted that there were so many points 
of foreign and domestic policy, in which the opinion of his 
colleagues varied from his own, that retirement was the only 
course left for a statesman, who felt the value of his own 
principles, and wished to act with firmness and generosity. 
He carried with him into his seclusion, not only the kind 
feelings of the great man who had selected him for the post 
he had filled, but the warm attachment of a large proportion 
of his fellow citizens. 

From this period, Mr. Jefferson devoted himself to the 

eduoation of his family, the cultivation of his estate, and the 

pursuit of his philosophical studies, which he had so long 

abandoned, but to which he now returned, with new ardour. 

Vol. IV.— T t ^ 
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Amid such employments there is little which a biographer 
can find to notice ; yet perhaps it will not be considered 
superfluous, to introduce the remarks which were made by a 
well known French traveller, who visited him at Monticello, 
about this time. *^His conversation,** says the Duke de 
Liancourt, *Ms of the most agreeable kind, and he*possesse8 
a stock of information not inferior to that of any other, man. 
In Europe he would hold a distinguished rank among men of 
letters, and as such he has already appeared there. At pre- 
sent he is employed with activity and perseverance in the 
management of his farms and buildings, and he orders, 
directs, and pursues, in the minutest detail, every branch of 
business relating to them. The author of this sketch found 
him in the midst of harvest, from which the scorching heat 
of the sun does not prevent his attendance. His negroes are 
nourished, dothed, and treated as well as white servants 
could be. As he cannot expect any assistance from the two 
small neigh1)ouring towns, every article is made on his farm: 
his negroes are cabinet makers, carpenters, masons, brick- 
layers, &c. The children he employs in a nail manufactory, 
which yields already a considerable profit. The young and 
old negresses spin for the clothing of the rest. He animates 
them by rewards and distinctions ; in fine, his superior mind 
directs the management of his domestic concerns with the 
same abilities, activity, and regularity, which he evinced in 
the conduct of public afiFairs, and which he is calculated to 
display in every situation of life.** 

The only incident relative to him, during this period, 
which we find recorded in the public documents of the day, 
was his unanimous election, as president of the American 
Philosophical Society, the oldest and most distinguished 
institution of the kind in this United States. Tf he chair had 
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first been filled hy the illustrious Franklin, the great and 
good patron of every thing, which tended to promote the 
learning, science, or happiness of his country ; and by Ritten- 
house, the most distinguished astronomer of the age. To be 
selected to succeed such men, on the very theatre of their 
reputation^ and on principles which could not be influenced 
by the political feelings of the times, was aa honour that 
no one could, or did, better appreciate than Mr. Jefferson. 
He was no inactive member; during the long period that he 
presided over the society, he promoted its views with the 
utmost zeal, occasionally contributed to its publications, and 
extended to it all the advantages which his public rank and 
private connexions, enabled him to afford. 

The situation of the country did not, however, permit Mr. 
Jefferson long to enjoy the pleasures of a private life. Gene- 
ral Washington had for some time contemplated a retirement 
from office, and in his farewell address to the people of the 
United States, he had, in the month of September, 1796, de- 
clined being considered any longer a candidate for it. The 
person in whom alone the voice of the whole nation could be 
united, having Ihus withdrawn, the two great parties respec- 
tively brought forward their chiefs. Mr. Jefferson was sup- 
ported by the one, Mr. Adams by the other. In February, 
1797, the votes for the first and second magistrates of the 
union were opened and counted in the presence of both houses ; 
and the highest number appealing in favour of Mr. Adams, 
and the second in favour of mr. Jefferson, the first was de- 
clared to be the president, and the second the vice president 
of the United States, for four years, to commence on^tbe 
fourth day of the ensuing March. On that day, Mr. Jeffer- 
son also took the chair as president of the senate, and de- 
livered to that body a short address, in which be expressed 
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his firm attachment to the laws and constitution of his conn- 
try, and his anxious wish to fulfil, with correctness and 
satisfaction, the duties of the office to which he had been 
chosen. 

During the four succeeding years, much of Mr. Jefferson'^ 
time was passed tranquilly at Monticello. From the nature" 
of our constitution, there is little which can call the vice pre* 
sident into, the prominent political duties of the government, 
unless he is required to fill the station of the chief magistrate. 
It is not, therefore, a matter of surprise, that during this 
period, we find but little notice of him among the public re- 
cords of the day. 

As, however, the time approached for a new election of a 
president, the republican party again selected Mr. Jefiers'on, 
as their candidate for the office, and with more success than 
on the preceding occasion. Tet an accident, arising from 
inattention to the constitution, went near to defeat the ac- 
knowledged wishes and intentions of the people, and to place 
in the executive chair, an individual to whom it was notorious 
no vote had been given for that station. The democratic 
party had elected Mr. Jefferson as president, and Mr. Burr 
as vice president of the United States, by an equal number 
of votes ; but, as the constitution required no ispecification of 
the respective office to which each was elected, they came 
before congi^ess, neither having the majority required by law. 
Under these circumstances, the election devolved on the house 
of representatives, and the opponents of Mr. Jefferson, taking 
advantage of the occurrence, threw their votes into the scale 
of Mr. Burr. In the heat and violence of party, much may 
be excused, which calls down our severest animadversions in 
times of less excitement. Week after week, was the nation 
kept in suspense, while a contest was fiercely maintained. 
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by ^hich it was attempted to raise to the highest oflGlce of the 
nation, a man who had not received a solitary Tote from the 
people, in opposition to one, who for thirty years had been a 
distinguished member of their councils, who had held the 
highest offices of the government, who was fitted for the sta- 
tion alike by his experience, his services, and his virtues, and 
who, above all, was notoriously the choice of a majority of 
the nation. At length, after thirty-five inefiectual ballots, 
one of the representatives of the state of Maryland, made 
public the contents of a ktter to himself, written by Mn 
Burr, in which he declined all pretensions to the presidency; 
an^ authorized him to disclaim, in his name, any competition 
with Mr. JefiFerson. On this specific declaration, on the part 
of Mr. Burr, two federal members, who represented the states 
which had heretofore voted blank, withdrew, and permitted 
the republican members from those states to become a ma- 
jority ; and, instead of putting a blank into the box, to vote 
positively for Mr. Jefferson. Consequently, on the thirty- 
sixth balloting, Mr. Jefferson was elected president Colonel 
Burr became, of course, vice president 

On the fourth of March, 1801, Mr. Jefferson took the oath 
of office in the presence of both houses of congress, and de- 
livered his inaugural address. He expressed in this, his sin- 
cere diffidence in his powers, properly to fulfil the task which 
his countrymen had assigned him; seeing, as he did, the 
honour, the happiness, and the hopes of his beloved country, 
committed to the issue and auspices of that day ; and fully 
conscious of the magnitude of the undertaking, he indulged 
the hope,, that as the contest of opinion had now been settled, 
by the rules of the constitution, all parties would unite, in 
common efforts for the common good ; that harmony and 
affection, without which, liberty and even life itself are but 
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dreary things^ might be restored to social intercourse ; and 
that though called by diflferent names, as all were in truth 
brethren of the same principle, the invidious distinctions of 
party might cease. He exhorted them, with courage and 
confidence, to pursue the principles of government they had 
adopted ; a government which would restrain men from in- 
juring one another, but leave them otherwise free to regulate 
their own pursuits of industry and improvement, and not 
take from the mx)uth of labour the bread it had earned. This, 
he said, was the sum of good government: and this necessary 
to close the circle of our felicities. 

About to enter on the exercise of duties which compre- 
hended every thing dear and valuable to his countrymen, he 
deemed it his duty, to state distinctly what he believed to be 
the essential principles by which his administration would be 
governed. — Equal and exact justice to all men, of whatever 
state or persuasion, religious or political :-*peace, commerce, 
and honest friendship with all nations, entangling alliances 
whh none: — the support of the state governments in all their 
rights, as the most competent administration for our domestic 
concerns, and the surest bulwarks against anti-republican 
tendencies: — the preservation of the general government in 
its whole constitutional vigour, as the sheet anchor of our 
peace at home, and safety abroad: — a jealous care of the 
right of election by the people, a mild and safe corrective of 
abuses which are lopped by the sword of revolution where 
peaceable remedies are unprovided: — absolute acquiescence 
in the decisions of the majority, the vital principle of repub- 
lics, from which is no appeal but to force, the vital principle 
and immediate parent of despotism: — a well disciplined mi- 
litia, our best reliance in peace, and for the first moments of 
war, till regulars may relieve them :— the supremacy of the 
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cjvil over the military authority .'—economy . in the public 
expense, that labour may be lightly burdened : — the honest 
payment of our debts and sacred preservation of tho public 
faith: — encouragement of agriculture, and of commerce as 
its handmaid : — the diffusion of information, and arraignment 
of all abuses at the bar of the public reason: — freedom of re- 
ligion ; freedom of the press ; and freedom of person, under 
the protection of the habeas corpus : — and trials by juries 
impartially selected. ^< These principles form the bright 
constellation, which has gone before us, and guided our steps 
through an age of revolution and reformation. To the attain- 
ment of them,'' he concludes, ''have been devoted the wisdom 
of our sages and the blood of our heroes — they should be the 
creed of our political faith, the text of civic instruction, the 
touchstone by which to try the services of those we trust ; 
and should we wander from them in moments'of error or of 
alarm, let us hasten to retrace our steps, and to regain the 
road which alone leads to peace, liberty, anS safety/' 

It would not be consistetit either with the character or 
length of this memoir, to enter into the details of the public 
measures of Mr. Jefferson while he occupied the presidential 
chair. His administration embraces a long and interesting 
period in the history of our country, distinguished by im- 
portant measures, whose consequences have been felt in later 
periods, and which have led to results affecting, in no incon- 
siderable degree, the honour and prosperity of the nation. 
These are subjects which demand the research and delibera- 
tion of an acute historian ; the present article aims to be no- 
thing more than a cursory, though faithful biography. 

In December, 1801, Mr. Jefferson sent his first message to 
both houses of the legislature. It had been the custom thus 
far, since the formation of the government^ for the president to 
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deliveir in person thU communication to congress, and for 
that body to reply at once in a formal address. In the change 
now made by Mr. Jefferson, he appears to have had in view, 
at once, the convenience of the legislature, the economy of 
their time, their relief from the embarrassment of immediate 
answers on subjects not yet fuUly before them, and the benefits 
thence resulting to the public affairs. In these respects, its 
advantages ha^ebeenso apparent^ that it has been invariably 
adopted on every subsequent occasion. 

In addition to these causes, there can be little doubt, 
however, that this was one of the modes adopted by Mr. 
Jefferson, to give a more popular feature to the administra- 
tion. No one had had a better opportunity of perceiving the 
influence of forms, even trifling ones, in the affairs of govern- 
ment, or had entered more fully into the spirit of the age, for 
abolishing such as were useless. Indeed, in this respect, a 
wonderful revolution had taken place in the minds of all 
men, even in the short space that had occurred since the first 
organization of our government. At that time, from the 
.force of ancient habits, it was scarcely possible to contem- 
plate the administration of power, without those forms which 
were thought necessary to obtain for it a useful respect; and 
the first great chief of Qur country, ha4 adopted such as 
united, according to the Conceptions of his elevated mind, 
the dignity of power with republican simplicity. Many, 
however, can recollect with what rapidityf the whole train 
of ceremony and fashion in dress and manners was swept 
away ; so that it was scarcely more tiian in accordance with 
the general feeling of the times, that Mr. Jefferson introduced 
this and other changes, which properly abolished all forms, 
beyond those of elevated private life, and that personal re- 
spect which will always be bestowed upon the man, whom 
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the choice bf his country has pronounced^ the first of its 
citizens. 

in his m^sage^ Mr. Jefferson states, that the restoration 
of peace in Europe, had restored the friendly feelings of 
foreign nations, while it prevented any longer their violations 
of neutral rights. That our intercourse with the savage 
tribes on our own frontiers, was marked by a spirit of peace 
and frieadship, advantageous and honourable at once to them 
and us.' That with the Africaii states^ our affairs were in a 
situation, less satisfactory, and such as demanded seriously 
the consideration, whether measures of offence should not be 
authorized. That at home out* population was increasing in 
a very great ratio, our revenue so flourishing as to enable 
U9 to dispense with all internal taxation, the expenditures of 
the civil government reduced^ a large portion of the public 
debt faithfully paid, and our agriculture, manufactures, com- 
merce, and navigation, the four pillars of our prosperity^ 
rapidly thriving. He recommends to their particular con- 
frideration^ the disposal of the surplus in the military esta- 
blishment, the general militia system, the increase of the 
navy, the expediency of erecting more fortifications of an 
expensive character, the judiciary system that had been lately 
established, and the extension of the laws relative to natu- 
ralization. 

During the succeeding four years, the external policy of 
the country was pursued, so as to increase its prosperity and 
to secure its rights. The aggressions of the Tripolitans 
were gallantly and promptly chastized, and the attempts' 
made by the agents of the Spanish government, to violate 
their treaties and deprive our citizens of the rights guaran- 
teed to them, of navigating the Mississippi, were immediately 
noticed and repelled. The privileges^ indeed, which had been 
Vol.. IV.— U u 
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secured to the inhabitants of the western country, were of 
vital importance to its prosperity; yet they had ever been 
the subject of jealousy and invasion. We have already seen^ 
that during Mr. Jefferson's administration of the department 
of state, this was an object that engaged. much of his atten- 
doii. That attention he now renewed, and after considerable 
negotiation, it terminated in the purchase of Louisiana^ one 
of the most important acquisitions ever made by the people 
of the tJnited States. "Whilst the property and sovereignty 
of the Mississippi and its waters/' to use Mr. Jefferson's own 
language, "secured an independent outlet for the produce of 
the western states, and, an uncontrolled navigation through 
their whole course, free from coHision with other powers^ 
and the dangers to our peace from that source, the fertility 
of the country, its climate and extent, promise in due season 
important aids to our treasury, an ample provision for our 
posterity, and a wide spread for the blessings of freedom and 
equal laws." On the twentieth December, 180S, the terri- 
tory was formally surrendered to the United States by Hie 
commissioner of France. , ^ 

During the same intierval, the internal policy of tiie Unitr 
ed States^ underwent several important changes^ ail calculat- 
ed to develop the admirable and peculiar nature of our institiH 
tions, and to support and preserve the principles on which 
they are founded. ^ Measures were adopteid for the speedy 
discharge of the public debt, thus early establishing amongaU 
nations, the credit and integrity of the new government The 
judicial system, founded by those who formed the constitution^ 
had been hastily departed from during the preceding admi-^ 
nistration ; it was how restored on its original plan^ whii% 
was deemed more consonant to oiir institutions, and is still 
retained as the best, after all the change of circumstances and 
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fmrties. A .salutary reduction was introduced into the habi- 
tual expenditures of the government, by curtailing the 
charges that arose from our diplomatic intercourse with 
foreign nations, and unnecessary agencies at home« Offices 
created by the executive, and tending to increase its influence, 
were voluntarily iiuppressed. And the president presented 
the unusual, but noble spectacle of a chief magistrate relin- 
quishing power and p^tronage» where he could do so, and 
where be could not» seeking the aid of the legislature for the 
same honourable purposiik ^^ Should you think it expedient,** 
he says, in a message to them, ^^to pass in review the roll of 
public offices, and to try all its parts hy the test of public 
ntility, you may be assured of every aid and light which 
executive information can yield. Qonsidering the general 
tendency to multiply offices. and dependencies, and to in- 
crease expense to the ultimate term of burthen which the 
citizen can bear^ it behoves us to avail ourselves of every 
occasion which presents itself for taking off the surcharge ; 
that it never may be seen here» that after leaving to labour 
the smallest portion of its earnings, on which it can subsist, 
government shall itself consume the residue of what it Was 
instituted to guard. In our care, too, of the public contribu- 
tions intrusted to our direction, it would be prudent to mul- 
tiply barriers against their dissipation, by appropriating 
specific sums to every specific purpose susceptible of definir 
tion^'by disallowing all applications of money varying from 
the appropriation in object, or transcending it. in amount; by 
•reducing the undefined field of contingencies, and thereby cir- 
cumscribing discretionary powers over money ; and by 
bringing back to a single department^ all accountabilities 
for money, where the examination may be prompt, effica- 
cious, and uniform." 
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Nor was it only by political measures that the internal 
prosperity of the country was consulted and promoted* It is 
a charming feature in the life of "Mr. Jefferson, that, amid all 
the occupations and absarbing interest of his political careen 
he never forgot, or neglected the cause of philanthropy and 
science. Like lord Bacon, his ambition prompted him to 
aim at the loftiest honours which his country could bestow, 
but yet the attachment which he had early formed to pursuits^ 
less splendid if not less useful, seems to have lingered anmnd 
his mind, during the busiest moments of public occupation, 
and to have been renewed, with fresh delight, in the leisure 
af private life. The purchase of Louisiana, afforded an op- 
portunity for accomplishing a plan he had long formed, for a 
minute and scientific examination of the immense territory 
of the west, which spreads from the Mississippi to the Pad- 
fic This measure he proposed to congress ; and on its re- 
ceiving their sanction, he appointed for the purpose, captain 
Lewis and lieutenant Clarke, two intelligent officers in the 
army of the United States. He drew Qp for them himself a 
set of instructions pointing out to their attention, the various 
objects towards which their investigations would be most ad- 
vantageously directed ; the geography, the^ natural history, 
the climate, the resources, and the peculiarities of the region 
through which tl^ey were to pass ; the numbers and situation 
of the various Indian tribes ; the establishment of commer- 
cial and friendly relations with them ; and the best means for 
accomplishing the objects of the expedition. It was attend- 
ed with all the suc^6ss that could be desired. The party 
embarked at St. Louis, in May, 1804 ; ascended the Missouri 
three thousand miles to the falls ; thence crossed the Rocky 
Mountains, covered with perpetual snow, and after descending 
for four hundred miles by various streams, they reached the 
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navigable waters of Columbia river; the course of this 
they followed for six hundred and forty miles, until they ar- 
rived at the Pacific Ocean. They readied St. Louis, on their 
return, in September, 1806, after an absence, from all civi- 
lization, of more than twenty-seven months. The journey 
from St. Louis, was above four thousand miles ; in return- 
ing, thirty-five hundred ; making, in the whole, seven thou- 
sand five hundred miles. The mass of information collected 
in th€^ expedition, was valuable and extensive ; it was equally 
advahtageous to the scientific and political institutions of the 
country; and it led the way for similar expeditions, each of 
which has proved the skill with which it was arranged, and 
the benefits that have arisen from it. 

So much were the measures adopted by Mr. Jefferson, 
during the four years for which he had been chosen, ap- 
proved by his country, that, as the period approached for 
a new election, his popularity increased more and more, and 
he was elevated to the presidency a second time, by a ma- 
jority which had risen from eight votes to one hundred and 
forty-eight. During the course indeed of his administiration, 
the press, in its full licentiousness, had been directed against 
him, and, as he observed himself, the experiment had been 
fully made, whether freedom of discussion, unaided by power, 
was not sufficient for the propagation and protection of truth. 
It had been fairly proved, he said, that a government con- 
ducting itself in the true spirit of its constitution, with zeal 
and purity, and doing no act which it would be unwilling 
the world should witness, could not be written down by false-' 
hood and defamation; but that the people, aware of the latent 
source from which these outrages proceeded, would gather 
around their public functionaries, and when the constitution 
called them to the decision by suffrage, they >vould pronounce 
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their verdict, honourable to those vrho had served them, and 
consolatory to the friend of man, who believes he may be 
intrusted with his own affairs. 

He entered a second time on the duties of his lofty station, 
deeply feeling the proof of confidence which his fellow citizens 
had given him. He asserted bis determination to act up to 
those principles, on which he believed it his daty to adminis- 
ter the affairs bf the commonwealth, and which had been 
already sanctioned by the unequivocal approbation pf his 
country; ^'I do not fear,'' he said, in concluding his inaugural 
address, ^* I do not fear that any motives of interest may 
lead me astray ; I am sensible of no passion which could 
seduce me knowingly froni the path of justice; but the weak- 
nesses of human nature and the limits of my own understand- 
ing will produce errors of judgment sometimes injurious to 
your interests; I shall need, therefore, all the indulgence I 
have heretofore experienced — the want of it will certainly 
not lessen with increasing years. I shall need too the favour 
of that Be\ng in whdse hands we are, who led our forefathers, 
as Israel of old, from their native land, and planted them in 
a country flowing with all the necessaides and comforts of 
life; who has covered our .infancy with his providence, and 
our riper years with his wisdom and power.'* 

Mr. Jefferson had scarcely entered on his office, before his 
attention was called to an event obviously calculated to de- 
stroy the domestic tranquillity of the country, if not the 
constitution and union itself. .This was no other than what 
has been termed the conspiracy of colonel Burr. We have 
already mentioned the unforeseen accident, which had nearly . 
elevated'tbis gentleman to the presidency. Since that time 
he had aimed at the office of governor of the state of New 
York, without success, and at a recent election, had been 
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succeeded by Mr. Clinton, as vice president of .the United 
States, or an ardent and ambitious spirit, these disappoint- , 
mcnts seem to have urged him to soni^desperiette enterprise, 
not consonant to bis general duties as a^t^ki^n, if not ex- 
pressly contrary to the laws of his country. A^suoung the 
unfriendly measures of the Spanish government, on, the 
south western frontier^ as the cause or pretext of his con- 
duct V and holding, out to the young. and. aspiring, the allur^ 
ing idea of establishing in its provinces a new republic ; he 
succeeded in drawing many of his countrymen into his 
schemes. That his real views, however, extended beyond 
this, has been generally pr-esumed, though \^hat they pre- 
cisely were> has never been known. Many* believed that the 
enterprise, which, it was ascertained, was to originate in the 
western country, bad for its object the separation of the states 
beyond the Alleghany Mountains, from their political con- 
nexion wiUi those on the Atlantic border; and by uniting 
them with the territories on. the western bank of the Missis- 
sippi, the formation of a distinct and independent enopire. 
Whatever may have been the ultimate ol^ject of his plaqs, as 
soon as Mr. Jefferson received information that a number of 
private individuals were combining together, arming and 
organizing themselves contrary to law, with the avowed object 
a£ carrying on'sonde military expedition agaiiist the territories 
of Spain ; he took measures without delay, by proclamation as 
well as by special orders, to prevent and suppress the enterprise^ 
to seize the vessels, arms, and other means provided for it, and 
to arrest and bring to justice its authors and abettors. His 
scheme being thus discovered and defeated, colonel Burr 
fled J but was eventually apprehended on the Tombigbee, 
and escorted as a prisoner of state, under the guard of a 
military officer, to Richmond in Virginia. On his arrival 
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in that city, he was delivered over to the civil authority^ by 
virtue of a warrant from ,the chief justice of the United 
States, grounded on charges of a high misdendeanor, in pre- 
paring and setting on foot, within their territories, a mili- 
tary expedition, to be carried thence, against the dominions 
of the king of Spain, with whom we were at peace; and 
also, of treason against the United States. At the close of a 
long examination of witnesses, he was bound over to take 
his trial on the first charge, the chief justice not deeming 
the evidence of an overt act of treason, sufficient to justify, a 
commitment on the latter. On the seventeentli of August, 
1 807, he was brought to trial. Several days were consumed 
in the examination of witnesses, and in the discussion of tho 
law of treason, as it arose out of the constitution. The assem- 
blage of the individuals was proved ; but the evidence was 
not legally sufficient to establish the presence of colonel 
Burr, or the use of any force against the authority of the 
United States. The consequence was the acquittal of the 
^ prisoners. On the meeting of congress, *a few months after, 
Mr. Jefferson laid before them the proceedings and evidence 
which had been exhibited at the trial* From these, he stated 
to them, they would be enabled to judge whether the defect 
was in the testimony, in the law, or in the administration of 
the law, and wherever it should be found, the legislature 
alone could apply or originate the remedy. The framers 
of our constitution . certainly supposed they had guarded, 
as well their government against destruction by treason, 
as their citizens against oppression, under pretence of it, 
and if these ends were not attained, it was of importance 
to inquire by what means more effectual they might be 
secured. 
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The foreign relations of the country, however, at this pe- 
riod, involved questions of infinitely greater importance, thalf 
any which arose from its domestic troubles. Nearly the 
whole revenue of the United States then depended on its ex- 
ternal commerce; the situation of the world rendered that 
commerce as lucrative as it was extensive; and every act 
which affected its prosperity, was a vital injury to the wel- 
fare of the country. 

It would at this moment be more than useless, to enter into 
the numerous aggressions which had been committed on the 
rights, character, and commerce of the United States, both 
by Great Britain and France, from the commencement of the 
war between them in 1793, or to rake from their ashes, the 
innumerable facts, and still more innumerable contrpversies, 
to which they gave rise, not only between those nations and 
the United States, but among the citizens of the last, accord- 
ing to the light in which they viewed the conduct of the two 
great parties. It is sufficient to recollect, that from the com- 
mencement of the war, both the great belligerent powers 
seemed to view the United States as a country, to which that 
course of conduct was to be dictated as neutral, which was 
congenial to their own views or intereists, and each assumed 
the right to punish in the neutral, what it chose to consider 
as favour to its enemy. In fact, each presuming on the weak- 
ness of the United States to defend its property on the seas, 
had inflicted upon them the most severe and unprincipled 
aggressions. Which nation exceeded the other in violence of 
conduct or in want of principle, although a great party ques- 
tion at the time, it is now perhaps unnecessary to inquire; 
in the early part of the war, when both were powerful on 
the ocean, both had resort to open and avowed national acts, 
which, followed up by the spirit of plunder in their navies, . 
Vol. IV.— X X 
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and the insatiable thirst for privateering, had at times nearly 
d^^ept the American commerce from the ocean ; and this was 
accompanied by innumerable seizures under the most aggra^ 
vating circumstances. All these, however, had been psirried 
by the government of the United States> partly from a sense 
of the deplorable consequences, which, in its infant establish^ 
ment, must have attended a war with either of thebdjige- 
rents, and partly from the great advantages that attended its 
neutral situation and extensive commerce, even under all the 
injuries it sustained. The period that had elapsed, therefore, 
from the beginning of the war between Great. Britain and 
France, to the presidency of Mr, Jefferson, had been con- 
sumed in a series of remonstrances and negotiations between 
the United States and the belligerents, which in no incon- 
siderable degree raised the character of the former, though 
they did not settle the great principles on which their neu- 
trality and commerce were to be regulated and respected. 

The object and scene of conflict, however, had now mate- 
rially changed. France and the nations who took part with 
her, had by this time lost their colonies, and been swept from 
the seas, of which Gred.t Britain remained the powerful mis- 
tress ; while, on the other hand, she had been driven from 
t)ie continent by the ascendency of France. In this situation, 
with the predominance of one by land and of the other on 
the ocean, the points of contact remained but few, while the 
animosity of each, attempted to wound the other in every 
assailable point ; England by subsidizing the powers of the 
continent, and France by a war of extermination against 
British commerce. N 

This contest produced, as is well known, a new scene of 
boundless depredation, under a new series of hostile recrimi- 
nating acts, of which, whatever was the effect upon the par- 
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ties themselTeSy the destruction of all neutral oommerce was 
the obvious consequence. To neutral nations, therefore, and 
to the United States^ as almost the only one in existence, this 
great principle became established, that as both the bellige- 
rents had violated ev^y principle of justice, the causes of 
war against both were numerous and obvious, and the choice 
was left to the neutral to begin it with both or either, accord- 
ing to its own interest, leaving that party to complain of par- 
tiality or injustice, which should first act justly itself. 

In this situation, all those nice calculations which might 
otherwise have been made, and which , prevailed largely at 
the time, as to the equality of conduct to be maintained to- 
wards the belligerent powers, became in a great degree lost, 
and it is obvious, a nice, balance on the subject could not be 
pursued. If the violence of the hostile decrees was to be 
judged by their temper and spirit, both were excessively in- 
jurious. But a great difference existed in the power to ex- 
ecute them; the acts of France, however severely carried 
into effect, within the limits it could command, were confined 
in their operation, while the scope for injury by Great Britain 
was boundless ; and, of cour$e, it was with her during all the 
wur, but particularly the latter stage of it, that collisions 
became more frequent, and the measures of the United States 
more prominent, so much so, that this very circumstance gave 
a tinge to the character of the transactions themselves. 

It is certain, however, that there were some circumstances 
which, independent of the serious injury common ta both the 
belligerents, were peculiar to. the situation of the United 
States and Great Britain with eaqh^ otiber, particularly the 
right of searching neutral ships for enemy's goods, the revi- 
val of what was called the rule of war of 1756, prohibiting 
neutrals from trade which they had not enjoyed in time of 
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peace^ and the search for, and impressment of English sub- 
jects and seamen. The first of these had been conceded by 
the United States, in their first treaty with England, and again 
in Mr. Jay's treaty, while it had not been admitted in the 
treaties with France ; the second had been in some degree 
modified in the negotiations with England ; but the third 
was a measure so important to both parties, upon principles 
so directly opposite to each other, as to constitute in itself 
alone a cause of disquietude, the most aggravating of all 
other's. Bitterly, indeed, did it come home to the feelings of 
the people of the United States, that their vessels should be 
searched on the seas to determine tbe character of their citi- 
zens, that such determination should be left to ignorant 
or unprincipled' ofilcerd, and those citizens themselves taken 
by force to fight the battles of other nations, b(By6]id the 
protection of their own government and laws, deprived 
of their natural rights and the inherent liberty of their 
country. 

All these had for a long time previous, been the subjects of 
continual but unavailing negotiation, in common with the 
general causes of complaint against both nations^ and had 
produced some hostilities, particularly those with France, 
during Mr. Adams's administration. Upon the accession of 
Mr. Jefferson, however, the foreign relations of the United 
States repdsed upon the recent peace with France in 1800, 
find Mr. Jay's treaty with England, and these were soon 
followed by the general peace of Amiens, when our govern*- 
ment had only to prosecute its demandi^ for the injuries and 
spoliations its citizens had sustained. Of these, a part of 
what was claimed from France, was obtained by the purchase 
of Louisianst, and the rest, with the claims on England and 
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other countries, remained in common, with all other source^ 
of complaint, the subject of negotiation* 

Upon the rupture of the peace of Amiens, the ships of the 
United States became again the carriers of the world, and its 
commerce as unbounded as before. In th id situation, it was 
in the highest degree the interest^ as it was before the desire 
of the people, to pursue a course of rigid neutrality, and Mr. 
Jefferson declared it th«ir policy to cultivate the friendship 
of the belligerent nations, by every aet of justice and innocent 
kindness; to receive their armed vessels with hospitality 
from the distressei^ of the sea, but to administer the means of 
annoyance to none ; to establish in our harbours such a police 
as might maintain law and order ; to restrain our citizens 
from embarking individually in a war in which their country 
took no part J to punish severely those persons, citizen or 
alien, who should usurp the cover of our flag for vessels not 
entitled to it, infecting thereby with suspicion* those of real 
Americans, and involving ns in controversies for the redress 
of wrongs not our own ; to exact from every nation the ob- 
servance, towards ourvessels and citizens, of those principles 
and practices which all civilized people acknowledge ; to 
merit the character of a just natioii, and maintain that of an 
independent one, preferring every consequence to insult and 
habitual wrong. 

The justice of these principles was not, as it <;ould not be 
denied; but the practice of them was soon put tb a severe 
trial, by the aggressions of the belUgerent powers, which 
seemed to increase with their vindictlveness against each 
other, and the prosperous commerce and situation of the 
United States. The attacks and depredations renewed 
against their colonial trade, as a war in disguise, by the im- 
pressment of their seamen, by robberies on their coasts and 
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harbours, and by the revival of all the hostije forms in wbicli 
they had been harassed before^ became so numerous and 
galling during the years 1S04 and 1805, as to induce Mr. 
Jefferson to resort in some instances to force, to r^pel them. 
In December of the latter year, seconded by numerous re- 
monstrances from the people, he called the attention of con- 
gress pointedly to the subject . *^ Oiht coasts,'* he remarks, 
<<have been infested^ and our harbours watched, by private 
armed Tessels, some of them without commissions, some :«i^ith 
illegal commissions, others ^ith those of legal form, bat 
committing piratical acts beyond the authority of their com- 
missions. They have captured in the very entr&ncei of our 
harbours, as well as on the high seas, not only the vessels of 
our friend$, coming to trade With us, but our own also. 
They have carried them off under pretence of legal adjudica- 
tion, but, not daring to approach a court of justice, they 
have , plijindered and sunk them by the way, or in obscure 
places, where no evidence could arise against them, mal- 
treated the crews, and abandoned them in boats^ in the open 
sea, or on desert shores, without food or covering. 

^< The same system of hovering on our coasts and har- 
bours,> under colour of seeking enemies, has been also carried 
on by public armed ships, to. the great annoyance and oppres- 
sion of our commerce. New principles too have been inter- 
j^olated into the law of nations, founded neither in justice, 
nor the usage or acknowledgment of nations. According to 
these, a belligei^ent takes to itself a commerce with its own 
etiemy, which it denies to a neutral, on the ground of its 
aiding that enemy in the war. But reason revolts at such 
an inconsistency; and the neutral having equal right with 
the belligerent to decide the question, the interests of our 
constituents, and the duty of maintaining the authority of 



JEFFERSON. 351 

reason^ the ohiy umpire between just nations^ intpose on us 
the obligation of providing an effectual and determined oppo« 
sition to a doctrine, so injurious to the rights of peaceable 
nations.'' 

It was froiti these causes that a line of policy was adopted, 
which, though it had been in some degree that of his pre- 
decessors, and particularly of general Washington, may be 
considered^ in the manner it was now exercised, as a distin- 
guished feature of Mr. Jefferson's administration. It was to 
prepare the country for domestic defence, biit to do so rather 
by shutting it up from foreign intercourse, than by exposing 
it to war ; and in the mean time to try the full effect of nego- 
tiation, and to exercise yet a little longer forbearance under 
our numerous injuries. Accordingly, the measures adopted 
by the government in the early pari of 1806, were those for 
the defence of the ports and coasts, and of the country itself 
in case of need, the act called the non-importation act, and 
the appointment of commissioners to negotiate abroad, parti- 
cularly of Mr. Pinckney, who was united with Mr. Monroe, 
the then resident minister in London. 

It does not appear that any of the measures thus adopted, 
gave umbrage abroad; on the contrary, Mr. Pinckney, writing 
on the spot soon after his arrival, with a full knowledge of 
the temper of the government, and its effect upon England, 
pronounced the non-ituportation acta wise and salutary mes^- 
8ure. His negotiations, indeed, though rendered unavoidably 
slow, were proceeding with prospects somewhat more favour- 
able, when Bonaparte, stimulated as it should seem by the' 
unlimited power of Great Britain on the seas, and the bound- 
less depredations she committed in consequence of it, and 
perhaps by a jealousy of the negotiations pending in England, 
issued his decree of the twenty-first of November from Berlin. 
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This, however, did not prevent the continuance of the nego- 
tiation, and tiie completion of a treaty in December, though 
it was accompanied by a declaration^ that it should not pre- 
clude a right of retaliation ; on the contrary, that right was 
almost immediately exercised by the British orders in council 
of January, 1 807. 

As the treaty with England contained little or no remedy 
for former injuries,, and no sufficient stipulation against their 
renewal, added to the new causes which the hostile decrees 
had elicited, it was not confirmed by Mr. Jefferson; but still 
anxious for the line of policy he had adopted, and not to close 
the door against friendly adjustment, the commissioners were 
directed to resume their negotiations, with some further con- 
cessions on the part of the United States, and equal steps 
were pursued for accommodations with France. 

While reposing, however, with confidence on this new 
refer^nc^ to amicable discussion, an act was committed, which, 
aroused the outraged feelings of the whole nation. On the 
twenty-second of June, 1807, hy a formal order from a British 
admiral, the frigate Chesapeake, leaving her port for a distant 
service, was attacked by one of those vessels which had been 
]y4ng in our harbours under the indulgences of hospitality, 
was disabled from proceeding, and had several of her crew 
killed, and four taken away. On this outrage, no commen- 
taries are necessary. Its character has been pronounced by 
the indignant voice of our citizens, with an emphasis and 
unanimity never exceeded. A proclamation was immediately 
issued by Mr. Jefferson, requiring all British vessela bearing 
the royal commission to depart, and forbidding all to enter 
the waters of the United States. Satisfaction and security 
for the outrage were promptly demanded ; an armed vessel 
of the United States was sent directly to London, with in- 
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stmctions to oiar minlfiters nn the subject ; ftnd congress did 
not hesitate to declare it a flagrant violation of bur jurisdic- 
tion^ of which a parallel was scarcely to be found in the his* 
tary.of civilized nations, and which, if not disavowed^ was 
just cause of instant and severe retaliation. 

The British government immediately disaivowed the act of 
the officer by whom it had been committed, and voluntarily 
made an offer of reparation, which was afterwards carried 
into eflfect Scarcely, however, was this one act of injustice 
and aggression atoned for, when it was followed by another. 
In November of the same year, 1807, orders were issued by the 
king in council, wherein he prohibited all commerce between 
America and the ports of his enemies in Europe, unless the 
articles had been first landed in England^ and duties paid for 
their re-exportation ; and declared fliat a certificate from a 
French consul, of the origin of articles, should render the 
vessel in which they were, liable to condemnation. The 
ground on which it w;as attempted to justify thes§ measures, 
wad a retaliation for the course adopted by the French 
government relative to neutral commerce; a pretext alike 
frivolous and unfounded.. It was not denied that France 
had pursued a course quite unjustifiable ; but yet, even 
supposing what has been uniformly denied, that the mea- 
sures against America were first adopted by that nation^ 
it is hard to imagine by what process of reasoning those 
measures could justify an attack on the acknowledged rights 
of a nation, that was no partner in their adoption, and to 
whose interests they were vitally inimical. 

As appeal to justice and national law was thus made in 

vain, America had now no alternative left, but abject submisr 

sion or. decided retaliation. Tet it was difficult to know by 

what means this retaliation could be effected. Two only sug- 

Voi. IV.— Y y 
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gested themselves^ a declaration of war, or a sudpenslon of 
commerce on the part of the United States. The unsettled 
state of the world at that period, the. peculiar and extraor- 
dinary situation in which this country was placed, the 
necessity, if hostilities were resorted to, of making it at the 
same time against th0 two most powerful nations of the 
World, the peaceful habits, the limited resources, and the 
uncertain issue, were all just causes of hesitation in choosing 
the more decided alternative ; and although there could be 
no doubt that its adoption would injure, if it did not destroy 
An eistensive and vciluable commerce, yet that commerce 
Would almost equally suffer from the ravages of unavenged 
and unnoticed aggression. IJ^nder these circumstances, on 
the eighteenth December, 180r, Mr. Jefibrson recommended 
to congress an inhibition of the departure of our vessels from 
the ports of thei United States, and on the twenty-second of 
the same month sm act was passed by them, laying a general 
embargo. 

This measure, the most prominent feature in the adminis- 
tration of Mr. JejTeraon, was not adopted, as may well be 
supposed, without much opposition from those whose views of 
policy were different from his own; yet at this period, when 
mticfa of the violence of party has subsided, and subsequent 
events have shown the effect of such a measure, it seeins 
difficult to imagine what bettisr course could have been 
pdrsned, in the situation of the country at that period. 
Surely a tame submission Was not to be thought of, but even 
if it had been, to the total sacrifice of our national honour^ 
yet in no point of view could it have saved the suffering 
commerce of the nation. The experiment of negotiation 
kad been made year after year without success ; private and 
pnblic rights had been infringed wi& impunity ; and Ame- 
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rica. must have consented to become the willing and unre- 
sisting victim of commercial despotism, to be despised and 
trampled' on in future, whenever Europe should choose to 
pursue her schemes of commercial aggrandizement. With 
most nations^ and under ordinary circumstances, the appeal 
to war would have been as prompt as the injury was unjus- 
tifiable; but the government, interests, and situation of 
America required the exertion and failure of every other 
alternative, before that was resorted to. Under these cir- 
cumstances^ the embargo presented itself as a measure of 
retaliation^ if not decisive at least preparatory. It could 
only be injurious to the commercial interests of the nation, 
already in a situation scarcely capable of greater injury. 
It left open equally the means of farther negotiation and 
the power of resorting to war, while it showed to foreign 
nations the decided s];)irit which animated our councils, and 
inflicted no inconsiderable blow on their interests. 

On these grounds it was recommended by Mr. Jeffersonn 
and certainly promised at least temporary success. The in- 
teresting letters which have lately been given to the world, 
in the biography of one of our mo$t distinguished citizens,, 
then ambassador in London, se^m to place this circumstance 
beyond question. Very shortly after its establishment, in 
writing from England, be observes, " It is apparent that we 
gain ground here. The tone is altered. The embargo has 
done much, although its motives are variously understood. 
Some view it with doubt and suspicion. The government 
appears to put a favourable construction upon it ; and al| 
agree that it is highly honourable to the sagacity and firm- 
ness of our councils. Events which you could only conjecture 
when the measure was adopted, have already made out it9 
justification beyond the reach of cavil.'' <^ To repeal the 
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embargo," he observes, in a sabsequent letter, ^' would be m 
fatal to us in all respects, that we should long feel the wound 
it would inflict, unless indeed some other expedient, as 8ti*ong 
at least, and as efficacious in all its bearings, can (as I fear 
it cannot) be substituted in its place. On the other hand,'' 
he ^dds, *^ if we persevere, we must gain our purpose at last. 
By complying with the little policy of the moment, we shall 
be lost. By a great and systematic adherence to principle, 
we shall find the end to our difficulties. The embargo and 
the loss of our trade are deeply felt here, and will be felt 
with more severity every day. The wheat harvest is like to 
be alarmingly short, and the state of the continent will aug- 
ment the evil. The discontents among the manufacturers 
are only quieted for the moment by temporary causes. Cot- 
ton is rising, and soon will be scarce. Unfavourable events 
on the continent will subdue the temper unfriendly to wisdom 
and justice, which now prevails here. But above all, the 
world will, I trust, be convinced that our firmness is not to 
shaken. Our measures have not been without eflTect. They 
have not been decisive, because we have not been thought 
capable of persevering in self-denial, if that can be called 
self-denial, which is no more than prudent abstinence from 
destruction and dishonour.'' 

Mr. Jefferson was so far destined, ere his retirement, to 
behold the success of his plans, that in January, 1809, after 
the embargo had existed a year, overtures were made by 
Mr. Canning to Mr. Finckney, which indicated a disposition 
on the part of the' British government, to recede from the 
ground they had taken. These overtures were succeeded 
by negotiations, which at last terminated in the repeal of 
some of the most objectionable features of the orders in coun- 
ciL On this event Mr. Finckney remarks— << Our triumph 



] 



JEFFERSON. 357 

is already considered as a signal one by every body. The 
pretexts with which ministers would conceal their motives 
for a relinq[uishment of all which they prized in their system, 
are seen through; and it is universally viewed as a conces- 
sion to America. Our honour is now safe, and by manage- 
ment we may probably gain every thing we have in view/* 

To trace out, however, the results to which Mr. Jefferson's 
policy led, not only in these but in other circumstances ; and 
especially to pursue the history of our various negotiations 
and differences with GrSat Britain, arising from it, and ulti- 
mately resulting in a conflict honourable and advantageous 
to the United States, is reserved, not for the present biogra- 
pher, but for him who shall record the life of the amiable 
and patriotic statesman by whom he was shortly succeeded. 
To him, as he had been his early pupil, and afterwards his 
personal friend and political supportier, was left the task of 
bringing to a termination that series of political measures, in 
the midst of which the retirement of Mr. Jefferson from pub- 
lic life, obliges us abruptly to break off. 

The period had now arrived, when he was desirous to close 
for ever his political career ; he had reached the age of sixty- 
five years ; he had been engaged almost without interruption 
for forty years in the most arduous duties of public life ; and 
had'passed through the various stations, to which his country 
had called him, with unsullied honour and distitguished 
reputation ; he now, therefore, determined to leave the scene 
of his glory, while its brightness was unobscured by the un- 
avoidable infirmities of age ; and to spend the evening of his 
days in the calmness of domestic and philosophical retire- 
ment. In his message to congress he alluded to this deter- 
mination, and took leave of them in the following language. 
•^Availing myself of this, the last occasion which will occur 
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or addressing the two houses of the legislatUM at their meet- 
ing, I cannot omit the expression of my sincere gratitude^ 
for the repeated proofs of confidence manifested to me by 
themselves and their predecessors, since my call to the ad>- 
ministratioB, and the many indulgences experienced at their 
hands. The same grateful acknowledgments are due to my 
fellow citizens generally, whose support has been my great 
encouragement und^ all embarrassments. In the transac^- 
tion of their business^ I cannot have escaped error. It ia 
incident to our imperfect nature, Btt I may say with truths 
my errors have been of the understanding, not of intentiion ; 
and that the advancement of their rights and interests has 
been the constant motive of every measure. On these con* 
siderations I solicit their indulgence. Looking forward 
with anxiety to their future destinies, I trust, that in their 
steady character, unshaken by difficulties, in their love of 
liberty, obedience to law, and support of public authorities, 
I see a sure guarantee of the permanence of our republic; 
and retiring from the charge of their affairs, I carry with 
me the consolation of a firm persuasion, that Heaven has in 
store for our beloved country^ long ages to come of prospe- 
rity and happiness." 

From this period, with the exception of excursions which 
business required, Mr. Jefferson resided altogether^ at 
MonticeUo. Into the retirement of bis domestic life, Ave 
have not,. unfortunately, the means of penetrating. It is re- 
served for some other pen — and we indulge the hope that it, 
may have been his own — to portray the pursuits, the studies, 
and the thoughts which engaged his active and intelligent 
mind, during the long period that passed away, after he 
withdrew from public life. He indeed appeared occasion- 
ally before his countrymen^ by publications of his private 
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correspondency which proved the same purity of intention, 
the same earnest zeal in the promotion of liberal opinions, 
and the same intelligence^ forethought, and firmness which 
distinguished the actions of his earlier life. He was called 
forward from time to time, by the repeated anxiety of his 
countrymen to connect him with the rising institutions, which 
have been formed to promote science, taste, and literature* 
And above all, he was sought oiit in his retirement by stran- 
gers from every foreign nation, who had heard of and ad- 
mired him ; and by the natives of every corner of his own 
country, who looked upon him as thoir guide, philosopher, 
and friend. His home was accordingly the abode of hospi- 
tality, and the seat of dignified rMirement; and while he thus 
forgot the busy times of his political existence, in the more 
calm and congenial pleasures of learning and science, Mon- 
ticello might remind us of the scene where the Roman sage, 
deserting the forum and the senate, discoursed beneath his 
spreading plane tree, on the rights and duties of man — rura 
nemusque sacrum dilectaque jugera njtusis. 

It was not, however, to'liis private car^s, and enjoyments 
alone, that these years of retirement were devoted by Mr. 
JeflRsrson. They were largely shared by the public interests 
of science and letters, particularly in the improvement of 
education in his native state, and the establishment of a noble 
university, which was commenced by his own private dona- 
tions, and those he could obtain from his friends, and on 
which, even after it became a national object, he bestowed 
the greatest zeal and labour during the remainder of his life. 
Soon after his return to Monticellq, when the formation of a 
college in his neighbourhood was proposed, he addressed a 
letter to the trustees, in which he sketched a plan for the 
establishment of a general system of education in Virginia. 
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This appears to have led the way to an act of the leglslatare 
in the year 1818^ by which commissioners were appointed, 
with anthority to select a site and form a plan for a uniyer- 
sity, on a scale of great magnificence. Of* these commis- 
sionersy Mr. Jefferson was unanimously chosen the chairman, 
and on the fourth of August, 1818, he framed a report em- 
bracing the principles, on which it was proposed the institu- 
.tion should be formed. The situation selected for it was at 
GharlottesviUe, a town at the foot of the mountain on which 
Mr. Jefferson resided. Tiie plan was such as to combine 
elegance and utility with the power of enlarging it to any 
extent, which its future prosperity may require* The in- 
struction extended to therarious branches of learning, which 
a citizen will require in his intercourse between man and 
man, in the improvement of his morals and faculties, and in 
the knowledge and exercise of his social rights. Such an 
education, Mr. JeQerson observes, *^ generates habits of ap- 
plication and the love of virtue ; and controls, by the, force 
of habit, any innate obliquities in our moral organization. 
We should be far too from discQijraging persuasion, that 
man is fixed, by the law of his nature, at a given point ; that 
his improvement is a chimsera, and the hope delusive of ren- 
dering ourselves wiser, happier, or better than our fore- 
fathers were. We need look back only half a century, to 
times which many now living remember well, and see the 
wonderful advances in the sciences and arts which have b^n 
made within that period. Some of these have rendered the 
elements themselves subservient to the purposes of man, 
have harnessed them to the yoke of his labours, and effected 
the great blessings of moderating his*own, of accomplishing 
what was beyond his feeble force, and of extending the com- 
forts of life to a much enlarged circle, to those who had be- 
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fore kfio wn its necessaries only. That these are not the vain 
dr^ms of sanguine hope, we have before oureyes real and 
living examples. What, but education, has advanced us be- 
yond the condition of our indigenous neighbours^ and what 
chains them to their pr^ent state of barbarism and wretch- 
edness, but a bigoted veneration for the supposed superla- 
tive wisdom of their fathers, and the preposterous idea that 
they are to look backward for better things and not forward, 
longing, as it should seeing to return to the days of eating 
acorns and roots, rather than indulge in the degeneracies of 
civilization? And how much more encouraging to the 
achievements of science and improvement is this, than the 
desponding view that the condition of man cannot be amelio- 
rated, that what has been must ever be, and that to secure 
ourselves where we are, we must tread, with awful reverence^ 
in the footsteps of our fathers. This doctrine is the genuine 
fruit of the alliance between church and state, the tenants of 
which, finding themselves but too well in thei^r present posi- 
tion, oppose all advances which might unmask their usurpa- 
tions, and monoplies<of honours, wealth, and power, and fear 
every change, as endangering the comforts they now hold.'' 
The report then proceeds to state the various arrangements 
which should be adopted, for the conduct of so exten^ 
sive an institution $ and concludes with a statement of its 
financial situation. The plan thus proposed was adopted by 
the legislature. Mr. JeJBTerson was elected the rector of tiie 
new institution, and from that period he devoted himself with 
unceasing ardour to carry it into efiect Nothing indeed 
could exceed his fond desire for its success. It appeared to be 
the object of all his hopes and thoughts in the declining 
years of his life. He rode every morning when the weather 
would permit, to inspect its progress ; he prepared with 
Vox.IV.— Zb 
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his own hands^ the drawings and plans for the workmen ; he 
stood over them as they proceeded wi^ a sort of parental 
care and anxiety ; and when the inclemency of the season or 
the infirmity of age prevented his visits* a telescope was 
placed on a terrace near his house* by means of which he 
could inspect the progress of the work. After its oodlpletiotit 
he might often be seen pacing slowly along the porticoes or 
cloisters which extend in front of the dormitories of the stu- 
dents* occasionally conversing wifli thc»i* and viewing the 
establishment with a natural and honourable pride. In the 
library is carefully preserved the catalogue written by him- 
self* in which he has collected the names* best editions* and 
value of all woriLs of whatever languid* in literature and 
science* which he thought necessary to form a complete 
library* and in examining it one is really less struck with 
the research and various knowledge required for its compi-- 
lation* than the additional proof of that anxious care* which 
seemed to search but all the means of festering and improv- 
ing the institution he bad formed. 

It is painful to turn from this pteasingtpicture* to the scenes 
of worldly su&ring* from which no human lot is entirely 
exempt Although the virtues and fame of Mr. Jefferson 
shed a bright lustre around the evening of his days* it wiis 
destined to be obscured by an incident which* however desi? 
reus we might be to pass ovec^ must not remain unnoticed in 
the. history of his life. In every age and country it has been 
too often the lot of those who have devoted* with tiMugbUess 
generosity* to the service of their fellow creatures* the seal 
of youth and the experience of maturer years* to &aA tiieoH 
selves at last in their old age* doomed to poverty which thcyr 
have no longer the ability to repel. An honourable poverty^ 
incurred in the perf(H*mance of public dutiesji or private gene- 
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rosHjr, unsidlied by wtravagaiicet and unatteaded bj crioiey 
will redaond to tbe boiioiir» nev^r to tbe disgrace of him who 
bas the miafiirtaae to eadure It. With Mr. JefiersoB it i9 
difficult to imagine how it coiUd have been aToided. For 
more thaii £% years he had been actively engaged in pnblic 
office^ generally at a distance from hi$vown estate^ and 
though his patrimony was originally lai^ey it could not but 
be impaired by this unavoidable neglect In retiring from 
the exalted station he had enjoyed^ he did not enter on a less 
conspicuQUS sffehe ; he had become identified as it were with 
the greatndsia aibd glory of his country, he was the object of 
attraction to crowds of anxious and admiring guests, and 
unless by coldly closing his doors, it was impossible to limit 
the expenses he was thus obliged to incur. 

To relieve hiin from the embarrassment in which he was 
fiius involved, an ^ci of the legislatare of Virginia was passed 
in the spring of 19£6, by which he was authorised to dispose 
of his estates by lottery, in order that a fair price for theia 
might be obtained. Whether this tardy measure was becom- 
ing to the character of a high minded state ; whether such 
was the manner in which she should have relieved the wanto 
of a citizen, to whom it is acknowledged she was mainly in- 
debted for what is most valuable in her government, her laws, 
and her institutions, and who had eqiially devoted to her^ 
his youth, his manhood, and his hoary age— it is not for ua 
to determine. 

But few more incidento remain to be told of the eventful 
life ot this great man. The full vigour of his mind, indeed^ 
remained unimpaired, at least until a -very short period befmre 
he feu into the grave. The year 1896 being the fiftieth since 
the establishment of our independence, it was determined 
universally throughout the United States, to celebrate it as a 
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jubilee with unusual rejoicing; preparations to this end were 
inade in every part of the country ; and all means were tak^n 
to impart to the celebration, the dignity which was worfliy 
of the country and the event The citizens of Washington, 
the metropolis of the nation, among other things invited Mr* 
J^erson, as one of the survivii^ signers of the Declaration 
of Independence, to unite with them in their festivities $ tiiis 
request he was obliged to decline; but the letter in which he 
i&gnified his regret, |s left to us as a monument of his expiring 
greatness. On the twenty-fourth of June, when the hand of 
death was already upon him, he expressed in this letter all 
those characteristic sentiments ^faich through life had so 
strongly marked him — the delight with which he looked 
back to the period, when his country had made its glorious 
election between submission and the sword--the joy he felt 
in its consequent prosperity^he hope he indulged, that the 
time would yet come when civil and religious freedotii should 
bless all the world-— his ardent wish, that the return of that 
day should keep fresh in us the recollection of our rights, 
and increase our devotion to them, and the affectionate re- 
membrance with whitb be dwelt on the kindness he had ex« 
perienced from his fellow citizens. He thus addresses the 
mayor of Washington-— ^< Respected Sir: The kind invita- 
tion I received from you, on the part of the citizens of the 
city of Washington, to be present with them at their celebra- 
tion of the fiftieth anniversary of American independence, as 
one of the surviving sigi^ers of an instrument, pregnant with 
our own, and the fate of the world, is most flattering to 
nnyself, ^nd heightened by the honourable accompaniment 
proposed for the comfort of such a journey. It adds sensi- 
bly to 4he sttiferingsof sickness, to be deprived by it of a 
personal participation in the rejoicings of that day; but 
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acquiescence under circumstaiices is a duty not placed among 
those we are permitted to control. I should, indeed, with 
peculiar delight, have met and exchanged there, congratula- 
tions, personally, with the small band^ the remnant of the 
host of worthies whojoined with us, on that day, in the bold 
and doubtful election we were to make for our country, be- 
tween submission and the sword ; and to hare eiijoyed with 
tiiem the consolatory fact that our fellow citizens, after half 
a century of experience and prosperity^ continue to approve 
the choice we made. May it be to the world, what I belicTe 
it will be, (to some parts sooner, to others later, but finally 
to all,) the signal of arousing men to burst the chains, under 
which mcmkish ignorance and superstition had persuaded 
them to bind themselves, and to assume the blessings and 
security of self-government. The form which we have sub- 
stituted, restores the free right to the unbounded exercise of 
reason and freedom of opinion. All eyes are: opened, or 
opening, to the rights of man. The general spread of the 
lights of science, has already laid open to every view the 
palpable truth, that the mass of mankind has not been bom 
with saddles on their backs, nor a favoured few, booted and 
spurred, ready to ride them legitimately, by the grace of 
God. These are grounds of hope for others ; for ourselves, 
let the annual return of this day forever riefresh our recollec- 
tions of these rights, and an undiminished devotion to them. 
I will ask permission here, to express the pleasure with which 
I should have met my ancient neighbours of the city of Wash- 
ington and its vicinities, with whom I passed so many years 
of a pleasing social intercourse — an intercourse which so* 
much relieved the anxieties of the public cares, and left im- 
pressions so deqtly engraved in my affections, as never to be. 
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forgotten. With 017 r^gpet that ill health forbida me tha 
gratifii^tioD of an acceptance^ be pleased to receiye for your- 
self and those for whom you write^ the assoraace of my 
highest respect and friradly attachments." 

Soon after this letter was written, the indispositioa of Mr. 
Jefferson asanmed a more serious character. He had been 
for some time ill, though it was not nntil the twenty-sixth 
of June that he was obliged to confine himself to his bed. 
The strength of his constitution^ apd freedom from bodily 
pain, for 1^ short time encouraged the hope that Ms iUpesa 
was merely temporary. Be himsdi^ however, felt tho con- 
viction that his last hour was aiq[uroachiiig. He had already 
lived beyond the limits ordinarily assigned to human fodat- 
enee, and for some months past, the whole tone of his con- 
Tersation showed that he was looking forward to its termina-^ 
tion, with a calmness and equanimity worthy of his past life. 
^^I do not wish to die," he was in the habit of saying to the 
intimate friends around him, ^but I do not fear to die. Ac- 
quiescence under circumstances is a duty we are pernp-itted 
to control." He declared, that eouM he but leave his 
family unembarrassed, apd ^see the child of his old age, 
the university^ fairly flourishing, he was ready to depart 
— *nunc dimittis Domine, the beautiful ejaculation of the 
Hebrew prophet, was his favourite quotation. — May God 
and his country grant the fulfilment of his dying wishes. 
On the second of July, the complaint with which he was 
afliictedy left him ; but his physician expressed his fears that 
His atrength might not prove sufficient to restore him from 
the debility to which it had reduced him ; conscious himself 
that ho could not recover, and free from all bodily and ap- 
parently from all mental pain, he calmly gave directions 
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relatire to his coffin and his interment, which ho requested 
might be at Monticello without parade or pomp) he then 
called his family around him, and conversed separately with 
each of them ; to his beloved daughter^ Mrs^ Randolph^ he 
presented a small morocco case, which he requested her not 
to open until after his death — ^when the sad limitation had 
expired, it was found to contain an elegant and affectionate 
strain of poetry, on the virtues of her from whom he was 
thus torn away. On Monday, the following day, he enquired 
of fliose around him with much soUcitude, what was the day 
of the month; they told him it was the third of July ; he theft 
eagerly expressed his desire that he might be permitted to 
live yet a little while, to breathe tiie air of the fiftieth anni- 
versary. The wish was granted-^he Almighty hand sus- 
tained him up to the very moment when his wbh was com^ 
pletei and theaVbore h|m to that worlds where th^ pure in 
heart meet their God. 

Those who are now alive, will never forget ttie deep sen- 
Batton which the intelligence of this event produced, in every 
part of the United States. The public honours every where 
lavished, were not, in this case, the mere mockery of wo; 
but they found a correspondent feeling in the heart of every 
citia^en. It scarcdy required tha indulg^ce of superstition 
nr enthusiasm to see, in the extraordinary coincidence which 
marked the last hours of Mrw Jefferson, the directing hand 
of heaven j and in this lesson America had again reason to 
bless that Almighty power, which had so oft^ seemed in 
days of ady:ersity, spedally to guide her through apparently 
unconquerable perils, and in days of prosperity to shower 
down apon her people^ in the yet short period of their exist- 
eiK^ what other nations have been unable to attun to in the^ 
long lapse of time. 
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In pursuing the ordinary duties of a biographer ; the per^ 
sonal and political character of Mr. Jefferson should now 
claim our notice; yet it is with conscious inability^ that 
Wie undertake the task. The memory of his puhlic services^ 
his manyvirtuesy and his excellent and amiahle life, are so 
fresh in bur recollections, that to speak of him as we feel, 
may bear the appearance of panegyric rather than the dis- 
passionate judgment of biography. The record of his acticms, 
howeyer, is a test to which all may appeal ; and if in any 
thing our opinions should be deemed erroneous> to that record 
let the appeaFbe made — as they are the surest, so are they the 
noblest monument he has left. 

Mr. Jefiferson expired at Monticello, at ten minutes before 
one o'clock on the fourth of July, 1826; within the same 
hour at which fifty years' before, the declaration of indepen- 
dence had been promulgated. At this time he had reached 
the age of eighty-three years, two months, and tweinty-one 
days. In person he was six feet two inches high, erect and 
well formed, though thjn ; his eyes were Jight, and full of 
intelligence ; his hair very abundant, and originally of a yel- 
lowish red, ^though in his latter years, silvered with age. 
His complexion was fair and hia countenance remarkably 
exprei^sive ; his forehead broad, tfaie nose not larger than the 
common size, and the whole face square aiid expressive of 
deep thinking. In his conversation he was cheerful and en- 
thusiastic ; and his language was remarkable for its vivacity 
and correctness. His manners were extremely simple and 
unaffected, mingled however with much native^ but unob- 
trusive dignity. 

In his disposition, Mr. Jefferson was full of liberality and 
benevolence ; of this the neighbourhood of Monticello affords 
innumerable monuments, and on his own estate, such was 



JEFFERSON. 369 

the eondition of bis slaves, that in their comforts his own 
interests were too often entirel)^ forgotten. Among liis 
neighbours he was esteemed and beloved in an uncommon 
dbgree, and it is almost incredible with what respecivbis 
fentiments and opinions were regarded ; a stranger travel- 
ling in the neighbourhood of Charlottesville, hears even yet 
constant allusions to his habits and actions, and his name 
is scarcely mentioned without that expression of veneration, 
which is the reward of private worth, even more than of pub- 
lic serviceC^ He possessed uncommon fortitude and strength 
of mind, with great firmness and personal courage ; in form- 
ing his opinions he was stow and considerate, but when once 
formed, he relinquished them with great reluctance ; his 
equanimity and command of temper were such, that' his oldest 
friends have remarked that they never saw him give way to 
his passions ; by his domestics he was regarded with all the 
warmth of filial affection. His attachment to his friends 
was warm and unvarying ; his hospitality was far beyond 
his means, and left him, as we have seen, in his old age the 
victim of unexpected poverty. 

The domestic habits of Mr. Jefferson were quite simple. His 
ipplication was constant and excessive. He rose very early, 
and after bis retirement from public life, devoted the morn- 
ing to reading and to his correspondence, which was varied 
and extensive to a degree, that in his latter years became 
exceedingly troublesome. He then rode for an hour or two, 
an exercise to which be feltaU the characteristic attachment 
•f a Virginian, and which he continued until a very short 
period before his death ; the horse he used was young, and 
not remarkably gentle, nor could be be prevailed on to allow 
the attendance of servants, even to the last. Aftei^ din- 
ner he returned to his studies with fresh ardour, and IJien 
Vol. IV.— 3 A 
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devoting liis evening to his family^ retired to bed at a reigr 
early hour. 

The studies of Mr. Jefferson were extended to almost 
every branch of literature and science. He was the father 
of some, and the patron of many of the institutions of his 
country for tlieir promotion. He was said to be a profound 
mathematician, and was in the habit of obtaining from 
France, up to the day of his death, the most abstruse treatises 
on that branch of science. His acquaintance with most of the 
modem languages was minutely accurate ; he was a profound 
Greek scholar, having devoted himself during his residence 
in Europe to an extensive and thorough study of that lan- 
guage ; and he is said to have cultivated a knowledge of those 
dialects of northern Europe, growing out of the Gothic, 
which are so closely connected with our own language, laws, 
customs, and history* 

So much has been necessarily said, in recording the occur- 
rences of Mr. Jefferson's life, that a summary of his general 
character is reduced within very narrow limits, and may be 
comprised in thi*ee periods ; the first from his early youth t» 
the close of the revolutionary war ; the second from that 
time until bis retirement from public service; and the third 
his private life to its close. 

In the first of these, we view him entering into life with^ 
that union of legal and political knowledge, and that min- . 
gled character of professional and agricultural pursuit^ 
v^hich long distinguished the gentlemen of a state, that has 
furnislied a large proportion of our most eminent citizens. 
The troubles of his country soon commencing, he embarked 
in them with ail the energy of youth, and rising with their 
Increase, we find liioi throughout their course a firm and 
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fearless partisan, always foremost among those who led the 
Tan in the march of freedom, maturing his political princi* 
pies by constant application, always decided in his conduct, 
and ready, as the times required, to devote himself to the 
more silent duties of legislation, or the more arduous occu- 
pations of executive trusts. 

The second period of his life abounded in political cir- 
cumstances, upon which the best and wisest of his country- 
men have entertained very different sentiments; indeed it 
was scarcely possible, th^t in a universal change of almost 
the whole fabric of society, their opinions should not greatly 
Tary. Those of Mr. Jefferson, as is well j^nown, always 
leaned to the side of freedom, and whether they are viewed 
with favour or disapprobation, he must be taken as the great 
leader and author of the more popular form of our adminis- 
tration, as well as of that system which, by shutting out 
rather than increasing our connexion with foreign countries, 
leads to self dependence of our own. The great result 
vi his measures, founded as they undoubtedly were on the 
excellent basis which had been laid before him, and gene- 
rally followed up by his successors, has been the firm esta- 
blishment of every great feature of our constitution, as it 
seems to have been originally designed, united with an 
administration of it, decidedly popular in its character, 
and of great simplicity, and at the same time a reduction of 
party spirit within limits perhaps as narrow as are possible 
or useful, and the increase to an amazing extent of the inter- 
nal energy and resources of the nation. 

The last period of Mr. Jefferson's life was that of rural 
and philosophic repose. Retiring from public scenes as the 
greatest of men in every age have done, his activity though 
-abated was Bot lost, and he still performed the part of a 
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good and great citizen, watrliing over his country's actions 
and attempering them by his advice. His early disposition 
to letters, continued through his busiest, and was the re- 
source of his last years; but his letters and piiilosophy were 
of the school of Franklin, less formed to investigate the 
depths of antiquity, or dazzle by their display, than to come 
home to the interests of his age and country, and direct 
mankind in the road of practical utility. Of the same cha- 
racter was his style, plain, useful, and energetic, adopting 
terms sometimes not before in use, where he thought them 
adapted to his purpose, and abounding sufficiently witk 
manly and sublime touches where, as in several of bis public 
papers, such were called for by his subject. 

Like Franklin, Mr. Jefferson felt the gradual decay of ag(^, 
effecting his body rather by insensible degrees, than by any 
settled infirmity, and his mind not at all. He became hoary, 
venerable, and bent with years, rather than broken by them | 
and his death was at last so happy in all its circumstances, 
that he seemed to have passed from this to another world, 
with the composure which religion and philosophy must 
equally desire. 
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